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In one sentence, who are 
you? 
I'm a mother of four beautiful 
children. 

Where do you usually sell 
Groundcover News? 
Main Street or State Street.

What is your favorite spot in 
Ann Arbor? 
I have a lot of favorite spots 
but I would have to say I can't 
pick just one place. I love Ann 
Arbor.

What is your favorite thing 
to do in Ann Arbor? 
I love getting samples from 
Cherry Republic.

What motivates you to work 
hard selling Groundcover 
News? 
I love doing it but I also need 
the money to take care of my 
daughter. 

What words do you live by? 
Everything happens for a 
reason.

What is something about 
you someone on the street 
wouldn't know? 
I have five children in Heaven.

What was your first job? 
McDonalds. 

What's the best way to start 
the day? 
Getting up, feeding my baby 
then playing with her. 

What changes would you 
like to see in Washtenaw 
county? 
Getting homeless people off 
the streets. 

MEET YOUR VENDOR
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Tabitha Ludwig, 
vendor No. 360

from the DIRECTOR's DESK 

When I read something really good — interest-
ing, thought provoking or even deeply angering 
— the next person I talk to usually hears about it. 
I’ll share what I read, including my own thoughts 
and probably editorializing on the topic. Maybe 
I’ll bring it up again with another person later that 
day, but most of the time I’ve already moved on 
to the next thing. It's hard to communicate about 
the things that matter when it feels like there is 
always something newer or more pressing to talk 
about.

Every first and third Thursday at 5:30 p.m. we 
have "article review" at the Groundcover News 
office. Vendors and staff sit around a table; every 
attendee shares out about one of the articles in 
the current issue. Vendors suggest ways to talk 
about the articles with customers on the street 

— how to communicate its contents as both a 
sales pitch and a chance to connect. If you receive 
my Groundcover Newsletter, you’ve already 
heard me talk about how powerful these reviews 
are. They’re so good, I think the whole Ground-
cover community should be able to attend.

Over the past few months, we’ve had a lot of 
pieces published that have asked something of 
our community. We’ve covered labor movements 
asking for support; we’ve run opinions which 
challenge the reader to think twice; we’ve pub-
lished agency spotlights that show what’s hap-
pening at the grassroots. Sometimes it feels like 
we’re just shouting into the ether. 

I wrote in the January 1, 2022 edition that 
Groundcover is an invitation to engage in com-
munity conversation. even I’ll admit that some-
times it's hard to have that conversation. We’re 
buying our Groundcover on the way to shop, or 
as we’re in transit to class or to catch the bus. 
That's why at next month we are hosting the first 
ever Community Article Review — to take time 
together to reflect, discuss, learn from each other; 
to put faces to names, and actions to ideas.

Please join us at Ypsi District Library on May 6 
at 2 p.m. and give yourself the gift of engaging 
deeply with yourself and fellow community 
members. 

GROUNDCOVER NEWS ADVERTISING RATES PACKAGE PRICING
Size
1/8
1/6 
1/4
1/2
full page

Black/White
$110.00
$145.00 
$200.00
$375.00
$650.00

Color
$150.00
$200.00 
$265.00
$500.00
$900.00

Dimensions (W x H in inches)
5 X 3 or 2.5 X 6.5
5 X 4 
5 X 6.25
5 X 13 or 10.25 X 6.5
10.25 X 13

Three Months/Six Issues: 15% off 
Six Months/Twelve Issues: 25% off
Full Year/Twenty-four Issues: 35% off
Only run for two weeks/one issue: 40% off
Additional 20% discount for money saving coupons

LINDSAY CALKA
Managing Director

CREATING OPPORTUNITY AND A 
VOICE FOR LOW-INCOME PEOPLE WHILE TAKING 
ACTION TO END HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY.

Groundcover News, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, was founded in April 
2010 as a means to empower low-
income persons to make the 
transitions from homeless to housed, 
and from jobless to employed. 

Vendors purchase each copy of our 
regular editions of Groundcover 
News at our office for 50 cents. This 
money goes towards production 
costs.  Vendors work selling the paper 
on the street for $2, keeping all 
income and tips from each sale.    

Street papers like Groundcover 
News exist in cities all over the United 
States, as well as in more than 40 
other countries,  in an effort to raise 
awareness of the plight of homeless 
people and combat the increase in 
poverty. Our paper is a proud member 
of the International Network of Street 
Papers. 

@groundcover

@groundcovernews

LETTER TO EDITOR Groundcover visits 'Toledo Streets'
Groundcover News had the oppor-

tunity to take a road trip and have a 
workshop with “Toledo Streets,” 
another nonprofit street paper, in 
Toledo, Ohio. I was one of the vendors 
who attended this workshop along 
with Jay, Derek, Justen, Lit, Ken, Hal 
and Hailu. The trip was great; the fact 
that we were able to work fresh terri-
tory and in a different environment 
really really motivated all of us.

As soon as we got there they wel-
comed us with open arms. The ven-
dors and the staff were very 
heart-warming with the greetings. It 
was really cool because normally 
when you travel like this and go visit 
another organization people are 
standoffish, but not in Toledo. At 
“Toledo Streets” as soon as we walked 
in, people greeted us. 

They rolled out the red carpet for us. 
The lunch was awesome — some-
thing that none of us had ever had 
before called a “walking taco.” It's a 
taco inside a bag of chips; add every-
thing you want to it, mix it up and eat 
it either with a fork or with your 
hands. It was really, really cool. 

During lunch we talked about the 
organization and they asked us ques-
tions — it was a beautiful thing. We 

got a chance to meet some top sales 
people, learn some different sales 
techniques.  One vendor from 
Toledo, whose name was also Joe, 
made a “pitch-poem.” When he 
would make a sale, he would rhyme 
or rap what he was saying to custom-
ers. Another vendor would hold a 
Toledo Streets sign and clip all his 
papers to the back, flipping in 
between the sign and the papers. We 
also learned the different products 
that they sell; similar to how Ground-
cover News vendors sell $10 special 
editions, “Toledo Street” vendors sell 
$10 calendars. The photos in the cal-
endar were actually taken by the 
vendors themselves. They also have 
an auction for the artwork and por-
traits they make. Ann Arbor, don't be 

surprised if vendors start selling 
Groundcover News calendars … but 
ours are going to be $20 if I have any-
thing to say about it. 

Believe it or not, “Toledo Streets” 
allowed us to sell their product there. 
The executive director and the whole 
staff were awesome; they gave 
Groundcover vendors free calendars 
to sell. So you know what? We did. 
Derek sold five or six, I sold about 
four, Jay and Justen capitalized on 
donations; it was a beautiful thing. 
Then we messed around and found 
out that the buses were free. Anybody 
who knows me knows I love to shop 
… so we caught the bus to the mall 
and I bought shoes. 

I want to thank Lindsay, our execu-
tive director, Ben, the vendor man-
ager of “Toledo Streets,” and 
everybody involved that helped get 
this going. And, of course the custom-
ers, because without you, we wouldn't 
be in existence. Looking forward to 
more road trips to Seattle, Chicago, 
Portland and the International Street 
Paper Summit in Milan, Italy in Sep-
tember. I just want to say first, thank 
God for opportunities, “new cheese,” 
and you the customers — because 
without you there's no me.

JOE WOODS
Groundcover vendor No. 103

Boober Tours has been accepted as 
a  SPARK client. Support from this 
business accelerator will help con-
tinue the development and market-
ing of the Boober app and the 
creation of light electric vehicles that 
millions of people will own.  

We are designing a six-person 
pedi-family hauler with a hydraulic 
regenerative braking system that 
captures the released braking energy 
for use in bringing the vehicle back 
up to cruising speed.  We see a future 
of hydrogen generated on demand as 

the power source by 2036, basically 
powering the bike with water. We 
envision big cars will be a thing of the 
past and human-powered and hybrid 
electric vehicles as the future. 

We are also working on a new mar-
keting strategy to gather data and add 
it to enable our advertising business 
to generate more leads.  We are doing 
a Marijuana Mushroom Survey, gath-
ering data for the upcoming legaliza-
tion of mushrooms and plant 
medicine. The top prize will be a 
75-inch big screen TV. 

KEVIN SPANGLER
Groundcover vendor No. 307

Boober update

Left: Mike (Toledo Streets vendor), Jay Gordon and Derek Allen (Groundcover vendors) at the Toledo 
Streets office holding copies of the 2022 calendar vendors sell for $10 in Ohio. Right: Lindsay Calka 
kicked off the workshop with introductions and "What's your go-to sales pitch?" icebreaker. 

YOU'RE INVITED!
GROUNDCOVER COMMUNITY 

ARTICLE REVIEW
Have you ever read an article in 
Groundcover and wished you could have 
talked to someone about it? Do you feel 
disconnected from the news and solutions 
you read about in the paper?

Join Groundcover vendors and contributors 
for an open discussion about our 2022 
content thus far — somewhere in between a 
book club and community forum. We are 
excited to meet our readers and engage in 
conversation together, about the things that 
matter to us.  

SATURDAY, MAY 6TH, 2PM
YPSILANTI DISTRICT LIBRARY 

MICHIGAN AVE

http://www.groundcovernews.org
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World peace on April 1st!
April Fools. Reality often surprises 

me by being quite different from 
what I had hoped. In October 1962, 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis, I 
committed to justice, peace and 
freedom in the belief that we could 
find the path and make definite 
progress. Not old enough to vote, I 
nevertheless supported Lyndon 
Johnson, the peace candidate, versus 
Barry Goldwater, the war candidate. 
So once again in 2022 we pay tribute 
to the saying made famous by Win-
ston Churchill in 1948, “Those who 
do not learn from history are con-
demned to repeat it.” 

Winston was promoting the Cold 
War. Now we have the Colder War 
with full spectrum galactic domina-
tion on the agenda. Are we ready to 
learn yet?

I once thought that if you worked 
hard, produced good quality results, 
and met the deadline, that financial 
rewards would happen. So after 
working double shifts most days and 
eight hours on Sunday, passing 
inspection and meeting deadlines 
for some months, we completed the 
painting, wall coverings and textured 
ceilings of a Courtyard by Marriott. I 
got the April Fools of my life when I 
discovered I was deeply in debt.

Everything has a context. Our igno-
rance of the context, in this case the 
market forces of the Reagan reces-
sion, and my commitment to run a 
union shop in a lowest bidder war 
was a recipe for disaster. When the 
lowest bidder economy dominates, 
everyone loses except the ruling 
class who plays capital flow for max-
imum profit. Non-union shops can 
bid lower so the working class and 
small businesses suffer. My debt was 
between $30,000 and $40,000 in mid-
1980s dollars. Imagine the shock. As 
one worker commented, “You did 
not fail for lack of trying!”  

I went to see Khenpo Karthar Rin-
poche, a good spiritual friend, and 
finished my story with, “You’d think 
that if you work really hard at least 
some of your expectations would be 
met." 

 He looked at me in the kindest way 
and said, “Of all the causes of events 
your expectations are like a drop in 
the ocean." He paused, then added, 
“But remember this, you had very 
good relations with your workers, a 
rare thing now, and that is very 
important." 

 I remember this well because I had 
not mentioned to him the many 
painters who wanted to work for/
with me as someone with a good rep-
utation among union painters. 

 Unfortunately I was a debt slave. 
As the Kentucky boys say, “I can’t die 

now; my debts aren’t paid." Wage 
slavery and debt slavery are the back-
bone of capitalist political economy. 
This is the context to one’s financial 
life and is more key to results than 
your intentions and expectations. I 
will meditate on that before I write 
anymore. Twenty one natural 
breaths.

 I’m back. Mindfulness is a big 
catch word these days. It often comes 
to mind with the word meditation. 
There are stages of the path so I like 
to start simple. When I taught young 
folk how to paint, I began with The 
Two Laws of Painting 1) Pay Atten-
tion! 2) Pay Attention!! Pay attention 
to what you are doing and pay atten-
tion to the results you want.

 If you want a natural breath 
because you believe it is calming,-
clarifying and empowering, then pay 
attention to your breath, place your 
mind on your breath, focus on your 
breath,whatever helps you experi-
ence your breath with a deeper sense 
of presence. The goal is a fully 
embodied breath in which body, 
speech and mind are experienced as 
a seamless awareness.

 Contentment. When you get a 
taste of that, it is too easy to want 
more. You want to own it and it dis-
appears. Our larger context appears 
to be ignorance and our experiences 
of peace are too short. Learning a 
natural breath in stillness and in 
motion is a lifetime practice. We seek 
a more complete context that is good 
soil for simple effortless awareness. 
As is taught, “Rest in the all good 
expanse of primordial purity until it 
is natural and the breath is not a big 
deal."

 How could something so simple 
be so rare? We have much to learn 
about learning. When knowledge is 
plentiful and wisdom is rare, we 
manifest the situation common in 
this world and its fixation on appear-
ances.Confusion and conflict 
become the standard as we go from 
one crisis to another, often with sev-
eral running at the same time. 

 I propose we blend meditation 
with scientific method in order to say 
with any confidence “We hold these 

truths to be self evident." These 
words from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and their derivation from 
Natural Law, as understood in the 
Age of Reason, should be studied 
regularly to see the context of current 
events. The United States of America 
was born from the original America 
of the Caribbean, both in the context 
of Turtle Island whose roots go back 
to life evolving from the sea onto 
land.

 The current civil war about science 
and compliance will only be resolved 
if we find some common ground 
which means basic research. What 
are your assumptions, or more pre-
cisely your hypothesis?  How is the 
experiment going? Did you come up 
with a theory? How is that working 
out in practice? 

 Even the theory of evolution is 
evolving. My theory is that intelli-
gent design is inseparable from real-
ity, the ultimate commons beyond 
conception, measurement or com-
modification. As Nietzsche said, 
“Battle not with monsters lest you 
become one and if you gaze into the 
abyss, the abyss gazes also into you.”  

I like the word void as I learned it 
from the teachings on the song  “The 
Clear Light Of The Void”- if you wel-
come the Void, the Clear Light will 
appear.

 ”Black Elk Speaks” is a landmark 
book of the 20th Century. It was writ-
ten by John G. Neihardt from the oral 
transmission in Oglala Lakota. First 
published in 1932, a fourth edition 
was prepared in 2014 after the 1961 
and 1972 editions sold 900,000 
copies. This book was one of many 
stages of the path that prepared me 
to meet the Tibetans, go to Standing 
Rock, experience Water Ceremony 
and continue the struggle in the era 
of sarscovid2, neoliberal imperial-
ism and the financialization of 
everything, first globally then 
galactically.

  If fiat currency requires a monop-
oly on violence, where are we in the 
mix of petrodollars and bitcoin? Can 
dialectical method and scientific 
method come together in a helpful 
way? How do we do good science in 
the neoliberal context that funds 
research? Einstein said a sense of 
awe, curiosity and imagination were 
the most important qualities of a sci-
entist. His remorse at his contribu-
tion to nuclear weapons and article 
”Why Socialism?” are milestones of 
the World War Two era. 

 Basic research means testing your 
theory in the face of new evidence, 
experience included, and a willing-
ness to change  assumptions in order 
to integrate knowledge and wisdom 

KEN PARKS
Groundcover vendor No. 490

MAP's annual event back in person
MICHIGAN ABILITY 
PARTNERS

Michigan Ability Partners (MAP) 
is excited to host Another Chance to 
Bloom, MAP’s Annual Event, on 
Friday, April 22, at Weber’s Inn. This 
will be MAP’s first in-person annual 
event since 2019, and will have live 
music, an exciting raffle, silent auc-
tion and program showcasing amaz-
ing stories of success.

 This spring-themed event sym-
bolizes MAP’s mission to help give 
veterans and people who have dis-
abilities a chance to bloom by 

helping them through their self-di-
rected path to self-sufficiency. MAP 
helps their clients with housing, 
vocational, and payee services 
throughout Washtenaw, Jackson, 
Wayne, Monroe, and Livingston 
counties. All revenue from this event 
goes directly back to the agency’s 
programs and services.

 Another Chance to Bloom will be 
from 6-8 p.m. in Weber’s Grand Ball-
room, located at 3050 Jackson Rd, 
Ann Arbor. Tickets are $100 each 
and will include 2 drink vouchers, 
along with heavy hors d'oeuvres. 
Tickets can be purchased at www.

mapagency.org/events. For more 
information, email 
info@mapagency.org.

Will he 
survive
CHRISTOPHER ELLIS
Groundcover vendor No. 483
 
Their arms were raised
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                     stumbled out the
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                                     Soldier. 

as we learn how things really are. “Ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall set you 
free.” Maybe Jesus and Buddha are brothers, 
maybe Marx is the modern disciple and we 
need the advice of the Grandmothers to 
respect Mother Earth and quit playing bad 
April Fools jokes on ourselves.

 We can begin by following the Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign’s online reading of Martin 
Luther King’s “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to 
Break Silence” on April 4th and the Earth 
Day celebrations organized by Ann Arbor 
Community Commons. Look for more 
Earth Day details in the next edition of 
Groundcover News. Take a breath, feel your 
power and take the next step towards the 
freedom that benefits all beings without 
exception. The soil is a living being. Walk 
gently with the confidence that is the bigger 
context than the fear and anxiety of the cur-
rent culture. The struggle for freedom and 
dignity is good.

http://bit.ly/AA-housing-ed
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HASNA KAZI
Payment4Placements

The University of Michigan's Mas-
ters of Social Work (MSW) program is 
impoverishing social work graduate 
students. With an annual in-state tui-
tion of $45,000 plus living expenses, 
the University is forcing hundreds of 
social work graduate students into 
untenable amounts of student debt, 
despite the fact that MSW graduates 
barely earn $40,000 annual salaries 
upon graduation. 

Although the University has a $17 
billion endowment, which is larger 
than the GDP of at least 90 countries, 
the administration chooses not to pay 
its 438 social work graduate students 
for their required field work. The uni-
versity's refusal to pay social workers 
for their labor compounds the stu-
dent debt crisis, exacerbates the pov-
erty many social work graduate 
students experience, and contributes 
to the racial and economic segrega-
tion of the University's program and 
the social work profession more 
broadly.

Social work students are essential to 
our local economy. Over 550 field site 
organizations depend on us to keep 
functioning. We are essential in the 
medically under-resourced area of 
Southeastern Michigan, where we act 
as therapists, political aides, hospital 
staff and nonprofit workers. Mean-
while, U-M benefits greatly from the 
School of Social Work's prestigious 
reputation, massive alumni network 
and high tuition. We are, according to 
U.S. News and World Report, the #1 
Best School for Social Work.

On the ground, it's normalized for 
my colleagues to live on food stamps 

and housing vouchers, and work 
40-hour jobs on top of full-time 
schoolwork to pay the bills. Some of 
my colleagues are living paycheck to 
paycheck. One student shares, “I had 
to take out loans in order to afford 
living expenses and basic necessities. 
I have to squeeze in another job on 
nights and weekends in addition to 24 
hours a week at my field placement 
and barely make enough to get by.”

Another student shares their jour-
ney throughout the MSW Program: 
“Trying to balance 2-3 days of field-
work, one or more part-time jobs, a 
full class load, homework/group proj-
ects, other required responsibilities 
and basic human needs (sleep, cook-
ing, etc.) was absolutely devastating 
to my overall health and wellness 
(physically, emotionally, financially) 
while in the program and left me 
severely burnt out  — something I 
think I'm still recovering from years 
after graduation.”

This directly opposes the National 
Association of Social Workers’ Code 
of Ethics  — which acknowledges the 
dignity and worth of each person  — 
and the University's purported com-
mitment to diversity, equity and 
inclusion. This discriminatory policy 
excludes poor and working-class stu-
dents from pursuing social work edu-
cation at the University of Michigan at 
a time when the social work economy 
is rapidly expanding. By refusing to 
pay students for their mandatory field 
labor, the University of Michigan's 
School of Social Work is actively sup-
porting racial and economic inequal-
ity and creating poverty.

As an MSW student says, “Our field 
needs to do a better job of supporting 
its incoming social workers. It warns 

of burnout, but shaped us in an envi-
ronment where it’s expected to sacri-
fice our best choice of placement or 
the program in general because of the 
inability to survive on zero income. 
How are we expected to demand our 
worth when the university taught us 
to work for free?”

Over 70% of our student body 
signed a petition in support of our 
school forming a task force to deter-
mine how it will compensate social 
work students moving forward. We 
hear stories of students struggling 
with debt, living expenses and tuition, 
demonstrating that my colleagues 
urgently need more income through 
compensated field labor.

Since its inception in the fall of 
2021, Payment 4 Placements (P4P) 
has grown from a conversation 
between a few students into a national 
movement, with the University of 
Michigan chapter leading the way. We 
currently have 10 other active chap-
ters in eight states, including Oakland 
University and Wayne State 
University. 

We call on other schools to join us 
in these efforts by starting conversa-
tions about the unpaid labor in their 
field internships at their social work 
programs.

At this time, the P4P petition 
resulted in P4P and U-M administra-
tion establishing a Joint Task Force on 
Stipends, which will hold its first ses-
sion soon. For field students at the 
University of Michigan and across the 
country, financial jeopardy is the 
price of admission.  The current 
system is unsustainable.  We believe 
that the University of Michigan has a 
historic opportunity to lead the way 
in putting an end to the unjust prac-

tice of unpaid field work. 
In addition to establishing the task 

force, P4P has been endorsed on 
Twitter by Pay Our Interns, “the 
nation’s leading organization fighting 
to ensure all students have equitable 
access to professional career paths 
through the implementation of paid 
internships countrywide — especially 
students from historically excluded 
communities.” 

This is a national struggle. Over 15 
universities in over 10 states have 
responded to our call to demand pay-
ment for the essential work we do in 
field internships. There are at least 
three NASW state chapters forming 
committees to investigate better stu-
dent support. This is a crisis that must 
be addressed now!

U-M social work students demand paid placements

At 10:30 a.m. on March 21, over eighty social worked students walked out of class in protest of their unpaid field placements. They gathered 
in the U-M Diag for a rally where multiple students spoke. Photo credits: Marisa Launstein.

Arie Davey, social work union stu-
dent representative, emphasized 
to the crowd in the U-M Diag that 
this issue is a pay gap of feminized 
labor at the university.

A new front on the fight for affordable 
housing and sustainable communities 
has opened in Ann Arbor. In recent 
days, two peaceful direct actions 
against the proposed Concord Pines 
luxury development on 660 Earhart Rd 
have resulted in work stoppages and 
two arrests. The development would 
create 57 single-family luxury homes 
on the wooded site just north of Con-
cordia College. The group behind the 
actions, FIGHT Concord Pines, 
opposes the creation of new luxury 
homes in the midst of Washtenaw 
County's affordable housing crisis and 
particularly objects to the destruction 
of hundreds of landmark trees — large, 
old, historical trees — in order to create 
these homes.

On the morning of Friday, March 25, 
an intrepid forest protector identifying 
herself as Osprey locked down to a 
mulcher for approximately 12 hours 
and consequently prevented construc-
tion from starting. The forest defender 
refused to unclip when the developers 
and police arrived mid-morning, then 
left flummoxed. 

"I'm doing this because the people of 
Washtenaw County deserve affordable 
housing, not more homes for rich 
people,” said Osprey, as she stood 
locked to the mulcher. “Ann Arbor is 
one of the most economically segre-
gated cities in the country, yet some-
how companies like Toll Brothers think 
that we still need luxury homes instead 
of affordable housing. We have done all 
of the legal things we can to stop this 
development from happening, and 
time and time again City Council has 
said their hands are tied. I grew up here; 
I know the birds, the frogs, the salaman-
ders like the back of my hand. I'm not 
going to stand by and let these beautiful 
old trees be destroyed for luxury homes 
without doing what I can to stop it."

The lockdown was accompanied by 
a crowd of supporters with pizza, music 
and signs condemning the project. 
Over the course of the day, many 
neighbors stopped by to offer support-
ive words and sometimes coats and 
snacks. At dusk, the forest defender 
unclipped, ending the day of action 
with no arrests. 

The following Monday, March 28, the 
party-like atmosphere was no more. 
Two more forest defenders, identifying 
themselves as Sam and Peatmoss, 
locked down to the mulcher in the 
frigid early morning. This time, workers 
arrived and rather than sitting in their 
trucks to enjoy some paid time off, they 
confronted the forest protectors. 

A contractor employed by William J. 
Lang Land Clearing Inc., threatened 

the pair as they sat chained to the 
mulcher. The worker said he would 
hurt them if they did not move. He then 
got into the cab and turned on the 
machine, though he did not engage the 
mulching attachment which would 
have mangled or killed the forest 
defenders. 

The Ann Arbor Police Department 
arrived and issued a dispersal order, 
forcing the small group of supporters 
across the street. They then removed 
the blankets which were wrapped 
around the protesters, leaving them 
exposed to the 18 degree air. The blan-
kets were not returned until a local gov-
ernment official arrived. A member of 
the support group had to request that 
the police call for medical support, to 
prevent hypothermia. 

Firefighters arrived at the scene and 
the extraction effort began. First they 
unsuccessfully used bolt cutters to 
attempt to cut the chains, causing the 
forest defenders to cry out in pain. 
Then the firefighters brought out an 
angle grinder and cut the steel lock-
boxes protecting the protesters’ hands. 
Around 11 a.m., Sam and Peatmoss 
were forcibly removed from the 
mulcher by the AAPD and arrested. 
Another day of work was prevented 
and lessons were learned which will be 
valuable in the ongoing struggle.

This development stands starkly 
against a background of ongoing local 
and global crises. Rising rents and stag-
nating wages have forced many work-
ers out of Ann Arbor, often to Ypsilanti 
where they inadvertently drive up rent 
prices and displace more people. 
Those who cannot afford to rent any-
where near where they work are 
pushed into homelessness, staying at 
the overcrowded and underfunded 
Delonis shelter or camping out of sight. 

This land was traditionally stewarded 
by the Wyandot and the Bodéwadmi 
peoples, many of whom waged 
immense resistance battles against 
their forced removal to Kansas and 
Oklahoma in the 1800s. Despite evi-
dence of nearby burial mounds and 
remains in Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, 

the Concord Pines site plan does not 
provide any details on their plans to 
involve the Bodéwadmi or Wyandot if 
remains, cultural artifacts or other sig-
nificant items are discovered at the site.

The proposed Concord Pines devel-
opment is an example of the kind of 
low-density, energy-intensive, 
cost-prohibitive housing that Ann 

Arbor can literally no longer afford — 
not if it wants to leave intact ecosystems 
and communities for future genera-
tions’ health and wellbeing. There is no 
time left to stop the climate crisis by 
appealing to City Council or other 
weak-willed government bodies. Action 
must be taken to stop the destruction 
of our planet.

Forest defenders stop work at proposed luxury 
development

Mass Times: 
Saturday Vigil 5 pm & 7 pm (español); 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm.
Daily Mon-Fri at 9:15am; Thurs Mass is 

followed by a Holy Hour.

“If God were your Father, you would love me, 
for I came from God and am here;
I did not come on my own, but he sent me."
    + Christ Jesus (John 8:42)

 to come and meet Christ Jesus 

who loves each one of us and who 

is really present here to save us.

TEGWYN JOHN
Groundcover contributor

Above: FIGHT Concord Pines forest defenders try to stay warm 
during the direct action March 25. Below: Protest banner drapes 
across the mulcher designated to begin site construction at Concord 
Pines. Photo credits:  Nikki Williams. 
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Worship — Sundays, 10:00 AM

In Person and Online 

(facebook.com/fbca2)

“I rejected the notion that my race or sex 
would bar my success in life.”

— First Black Federal Judge, 
Constance Baker Motley of the New 

York Southern District

The White House website announced 
on February 25, 2022, that President 
Biden nominated Judge Ketanji 
Brown-Jackson to become the 116th 
Associate Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. This announcement fol-
lows the formal retirement of Associate 
Justice Stephen Breyer effective at the 
end of the term. Justice Breyer has 
served on the Supreme Court for about 
three decades. He was a mentor to Judge 
Jackson when she was a young lawyer, 
and subsequently selected her as one of 
his Supreme Court clerks. 

Judge Jackson’s first and second 
names are West African. When she was 
born in 1970, her father and mother 
reached out to her aunt who was serving 
in Africa in the Peace Corps and asked 
for appropriate names for the newly 
born baby. The aunt proudly suggested 
“Ketanji'' and “Onyeka.” 

Judge Jackson was born in Washing-
ton, D.C. and grew up in Miami, Fla. Her 
parents attended segregated primary 
schools and historically Black colleges 
and universities. Both started their 
careers as public school teachers and 
became leaders and administrators in 
the Miami-Dade Public School System. 

When Judge Jackson was in preschool, 
her father attended law school. In a 2017 
lecture, Judge Jackson traced her love of 
the law back to sitting next to her father 
in their apartment as he tackled his law 
school homework — reading cases and 
preparing for Socratic questioning — 
while she undertook her preschool 
homework — coloring books. Judge 
Jackson stood out as a high achiever 
throughout her childhood. She was a 
speech and debate star who was elected 
“Mayor” of Palmetto Junior High and 
student body president of Miami Pal-
metto Senior High School. 

But like many Black women, Judge 
Jackson still faced naysayers. When 
Judge Jackson told her high school guid-
ance counselor she wanted to attend 
Harvard, the guidance counselor 
warned her not to set her “sights so high.” 
That did not stop Judge Jackson. She 
graduated magna cum laude from Har-
vard University, then attended Harvard 
Law School, where she graduated cum 
laude and was editor of the “Harvard 
Law Review.”

The White House outlined the follow-
ing career experience for Judge Ketanji 
Onyeka Brown-Jackson: Judge on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. 

Circuit; Judge on the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia; Vice Chair 
of the U.S. Sentencing Commission; 
Public Defender; and Supreme Court 
Clerk.

Throughout her education and legal 
career, Judge Jackson has been a role 
model and a source of inspiration. 
During her prepared speech at the White 
House on February 25, 2022, Judge Jack-
son expressed her gratitude to “the 
greatest nation in the world,” her family, 
the President and the Vice President. 
She paid tribute to the deceased Judge 
Constance Baker Motley — the first 
Black female federal judge. 

Judge Motley once said, “There 
appears to be no limit as to how far the 
women’s revolution will take us.” Before 
her judicial appointment, Judge Motley 
worked closely with notable NAACP 
attorneys such as Thurgood Marshall 
and Derreck Bell to end segregation, dis-
crimination and racism. As a key litiga-
tor and legal strategist, Judge Motley was 
involved in landmark civil right cases, 
including the Montgomery bus boycott, 
the freedom riders, the Meredith v. Uni-
versity of Alabama case, and the fight to 
release Reverend/Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. from a Birmingham, Ala. jail.

The American struggles for racial 
equality, racial justice and women’s 
rights are not lost on Judge Jackson. She 
has a heightened sense of awareness 
about the challenges of civil rights and 
equal justice under law. She knew that 
Professor Derreck Bell left his position as 
Dean of The University of Oregon Law 
School because they failed to hire a 
qualified Asian-American female attor-
ney to join the Law faculty. Professor Bell 
took a leave of absence from Harvard 
because its law school said that they 
were unable to find a qualified Black 
woman to join the tenure-track faculty 
in the early 1990s. It took a few more 
years before Harvard hired Lani Guinier, 
a law professor at The University of 
Pennsylvania, to join the Harvard Law 
faculty. 

The exceptional legal fight by Thur-
good Marshall on behalf of the NAACP 

Legal and Education Fund can never go 
unnoticed. Ending the “Separate but 
Equal” doctrine has paved the way for 
future generations of young Americans 
to dream big because there would be no 
limit to the possibilities of their future. 
As a kid, Judge Jackson dreamed about 
becoming a lawyer and a judge.

Our favorite “Dreamer in Chief,” Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., gave the “Moun-
taintop Speech'' on a rainy night in 
Memphis, April 3, 1968. He was assassi-
nated the next day. Dr. King said pro-
phetically, “…Well I don’t know what will 
happen now. We’ve got some difficult 
days ahead. But it doesn’t matter with 
me now. I’ve been to the mountaintop. 
And I don’t mind. Like anybody, I would 
like to live a long life. Longevity has its 
place. But I am not concerned about that 
now. I just want to do God’s will. And he 

has allowed me to go to the mountain. 
And I’ve looked over. And I have seen the 
promised land. I may not get there with 
you. But I want you to know tonight that 
we as a people will get to the promised 
land. Mine eyes have seen the glory of 
the coming of the lord.” Good Luck to 
Judge Ketanji Brown-Jackson!!! 

Author's note: The Senate Judiciary 
Committee held formal confirmation 
hearings for Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 
from Monday, March 21 to Thursday 
March 24. On Monday, March 27, the 
Senate Judiciary Chairman announced 
that the Senate Panel would vote on April 
4 to send the nomination to the full 
Senate. The Senate Majority Leader, 
Chuck Schumer, said that he would 
schedule a vote for the Supreme Court 
Nominee before April 8, when Congress 
adjourns for the Easter Break.

WILL SHAKESPEARE
Groundcover vendor No. 258

Judge Ketanji Brown-Jackson nominated to serve on 
the U.S. Supreme Court: first Black woman ever! There is little question that nonprofit 

agencies consist of boards that are too 
often disconnected from the people 
they serve. The optics alone reveal the 
divide. If one were only to juxtapose 
images of board members with the 
average homeless person the stark dif-
ference would become even more 
apparent.

For instance, those who make up 
many nonprofit boards that serve the 
homeless population often live in 
comfortable dwellings with amenities 
of which a homeless person can only 
dream. Many enjoy lifestyles that an 
upper middle class income affords. 

When it comes to even the most 
basic housing for a homeless individ-
ual, it is rarely guaranteed. Those expe-
riencing homelessness too often live 
in unpredictable, deplorable circum-
stances defined as unfit for human 
habitation – waiting protracted peri-
ods for housing vouchers to be 
fulfilled.

This scenario plays itself out in 
homeless nonprofit boards across 
America, but a case in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, startlingly reveals how this 
disconnect can impact a family.

On January 5, 2022, MLive of Kalam-
azoo ran the story of an impending 
eviction. What made the eviction so 
unusual was that it was being done by 
the very nonprofit responsible for 
helping the family, all of whom are 

disabled.
Within a month, the nonprofit was 

able to evict the family, leading to 
MLive’s article, "Family evicted in 
freezing winter after court battle with 
nonprofit landlord." A disabled mother 
and her two sons were forced to scram-
ble to find somewhere to be as the out-
side temperatures in Michigan 
plummeted below single digits. 

They found a motel with poor 
plumbing, dirty mattresses and no 
cooking facilities (not even a micro-
wave) which cost them nearly $2,000 a 
month to reside in. The hotel costs ate 
away at the money Issa Smith, the 
head of the family, had saved to pur-
chase a home. 

It also shed light on a larger dynamic 
which punishes those on the receiving 
end of the so-called charitable acts 
who question or challenge the 

nonprofit’s leadership. Issa Smith 
dared to question the practice of writ-
ing her rent checks to the head of the 
nonprofit David Artley rather than the 
nonprofit itself. 

Within a short time, Artley moved to 
evict her. He cited her with property 
damage, alleging that a leaning tree 
was a result of her trimming exposed 
above-ground roots that had caused 
one of her dogs paws to become 
trapped. 

Smith has said that she has proof 
that an arborist verified that the root 
trimming was not the cause of the 
leaning tree. Despite her documenta-
tion and fight to remain in the prop-
erty, which also had repair issues, a 
judge ruled on January 25 in favor of 
the landlord, telling Issa to “move out 
promptly.” The temperature in Kalam-
azoo that day registered at -2 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Despite there being a variety of non-
profits for the homeless in the Kalam-
azoo area, none were able to help her. 
One notable one was Housing 
Resources, Inc., who according to the 
MLive article is working to provide 
pods for homeless people living in the 
elements.

Meanwhile, Artley, the head of the 
Public Housing Commision in Kalam-
azoo, resigned his position. But the 
damage is still done. 

Nonprofit organizations have long 

dscouraged the public from giving 
directly to those who are experiencing 
homelessness. Perhaps that accounts 
for Issa Smith’s Go Fund Me page fall-
ing miserably short of its intended 
goal. Even though it was published in 
MLive and various other publications, 
the response was low, $3,235. 

As of mid-February, Ms. Smith was 
looking at paying up to $6,000 per 
month in order to have basic accom-
modations such as a kitchen to pre-
pare food, due to Staybridge being the 
only hotel in her area to provide those 
facilities.

She is desperate, fighting for the life 
of herself and her children. Fighting in 
a society where the help of nonprofits 
too often not only moves at a snail’s 
pace but also is given with indiffer-
ence. Without the intervention of 
caring citizens, the life of her family 
weighs in the balance. 

It enables us to set aside judgment to 
help real people. To not connect with 
an anonymous “social cause” but with 
human beings. 

Waiting for a nonprofit to fill this 
urgent need is clearly not an option. 

To find out more about this family’s 
situation and other pressing homeless 
issues, you can visit my Instagram, 
“lits.talk” or find me on Spotify under 
“Lits Talk!” 

Email: litshome1@gmail.com

ELIZABETH "LIT" KURTZ
Groundcover vendor No. 159

Kalamazoo family evicted by nonprofit agency

A DISAPPOINTED ANN 
ARBOR RESIDENT

On Sunday, January 9, I missed the 
last bus from the Blake Transit Center 
to my neighborhood by one minute.  It 
was now 6:46 pm and the temperature 
was in the teens that evening, not 
accounting for the wind chill.  In the 
summertime I wheel home from the 
Blake all the time.  I enjoy just thinking 
on my journey — it’s peaceful.  But I 
knew that with the cold that evening, 
wheeling the 3.9 miles home wasn’t a 
safe option.  

I called AAATA’s FlexRide, but they 
were already fully booked for the night.  
I don’t have the Uber or Lyft app (they 
can’t consistently accommodate 
wheelchairs), and I knew from past 
experience that the one local taxi com-
pany, Blue Cab, tended to respond 
much more rapidly to businesses than 
individuals.  

Looking for an open business 
nearby, I decided to go to Ruth's Chris 
Steak House to ask them to help me get 

a ride home.  Little did I know that I 
was about to launch a six-hour saga of 
profiling, mistreatment and waste of 
thousands of dollars of taxpayer 
money.

The woman at the front said she 
would help and disappeared for sev-
eral minutes.  She came back out but 
didn’t say anything, so after about five 
minutes I asked, and she told me, 
“They’ll be here in ten minutes.”  

She didn’t say who.  A bit later, I see 
a police car arrive, and I think to 
myself, “I wonder who the sorry soul is 
that he’s here for.”  I came to find out 
that that sorry soul was me! 

I don’t know what exactly made the 
restaurant call the police rather than a 
cab.  The fact that I am in a wheelchair?  
That I have a speech impediment?  
That I was dressed in all black?  That 
my jacket is worn?  That I had had a few 
drinks that afternoon?  Even if I had 
been intoxicated, calling a cab to help 
someone intoxicated get home safely 
should be routine for a bar and restau-
rant.  I wasn’t even asking them to pay 

for it.  
When the police officer came up to 

me, he told me to come outside to talk. 
I said that I just needed to get home.  
He told me that if there were more offi-
cers available, he could call one to take 
me, but that that evening there weren’t.  
He refused to call a cab, instead saying 
he would call an ambulance, and the 
hospital could figure things out!  I 
pointed out that it’s not the hospital’s 
responsibility, and all I wanted to do 
was go home.  

The officer got back in his car to call, 
and I went back into the restaurant to 
stay warm.  The manager at the front 
immediately went outside to the offi-
cer to ask him to make me wait out-
side.  When I asked if she would want 
to be waiting outside in that cold, her 
condescending reply was that she 
wouldn’t mind waiting out in the cold 
herself, but that she was busy and had 
to work.  So I went back outside with 
the officer.  The officer simply told me 
that the ambulance was on its way, 
then got back in his car and left.  I was 

stunned.  I didn’t know what to do at 
that point, so I stayed to wait in the 
cold.    

When the ambulance arrived after a 
couple minutes and took me to the ER 
at U-M, the hospital staff was under-
standably annoyed by the officer’s 
decision.  It was the height of the omi-
cron surge, and they had enough to 
deal with.  It was around 9 p.m. by that 
point — two hours of wasted time and 
counting.  I was upset and insisted that 
I be released from the hospital to go 
home, but they took all my clothes, my 
wheelchair(!), and everything else I 
had but my phone.  I think they were 
afraid I was simply going to leave.  I 
think they were also hesitant to believe 
that I was all there mentally, again pro-
filing me as someone disabled and 
with a speech impediment.  

I sat there in a hospital gown and 
called a friend who happens to be a 
professor at the University of Michi-
gan, thinking someone at the hospital 

An ambulance is no substitute for a cab!

see CAB page 11 
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Dig In!
ACROSS 

1 Big-city haze 
5 Boutique 
9 1990s entourage of friends 

14 2017 Pixar film set in Mexico 
15 Get by 
16 Place for a pin 
17 ___ no good 
18 Was in the red, say 
19 Starters, often 
20 Start of a quip about daring and 

dining attributed to Jonathan 
Swift, Ben Franklin, Shirley 
Chisholm, King James and others 

23 Not woke, in a way 
24 Blind element 
25 Dawning realization? 
28 Flowering 70-Across 
30 Unconvincing, as an excuse 
32 Superhero costume pieces 
36 Seep 
39 Courage in the belly 
40 Part 2 of the quip 
43 Winter Olympian's double or 

triple 
44 Winter Olympian's double or 

triple 
45 Mainframe expert, in brief 
46 Family support group since 1951 
48 Symbol of strength in a Rosie the 

Riveter poster 
50 Idiosyncrasy 
51 Rotary phone feature 
54 Codeine, e.g. 
59 End of the quip 
62 Does laps at Fuller Park, perhaps 
64 Author Dinesen 
65 Pop singer ___ Del Rey 
66 Fixes the damn roads, say 
67 Strauss of blue jeans fame 
68 God of lusty love 
69 Crisler Center, for one 
70 One in an arbor 
71 Foal's father 

DOWN 
1 Go for a dive, maybe 
2 Has a sad attitude 
3 In base 8 
4 Fowl not found in turducken 
5 Two on a Kilwin's cone 
6 Bay, say 
7 Newsy pundit pieces 
8 Use the bicycle lane, say 
9 Tributary of the Missouri 

10 Sworn affirmation 
11 Traffic calming feature in many a 

subdivision 
12 Mariner's realm 
13 Stately 70-Across 
21 Beauty's counterpart in a fairy 

tale 
22 More prudent 
26 Rite site 
27 ___ question 
29 Don't believe it! 
31 Showbiz awards coup for Whoopi 

Goldberg and Rita Moreno, for 
short 

  32 B equivalent 
33 Garlicky topping 
34 Like a take-charge individual 
35 "College GameDay" broadcaster 
37 Bill in a till 
38 Author Émile 
41 Frenzied state 
42 "Diary of a ___ Kid" 
47 Major Ukrainian port on the 

Black Sea 
49 Novice 
52 Leaning just a bit 
53 Word with tag or beam 
55 Archipelago components 
56 Maker of Pong and Asteroids 
57 One trying out for the Amazin' 

Blue, maybe 
58 Undo a doodle 
60 Sign of things to come 
61 Church area 
62 Bellanina or Bloom, e.g. 
63 What truth is said to be the first 

casualty of 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71
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Groundcover Vendor Code

While Groundcover is a non-profit, 
and paper vendors are self-em-
ployed contractors, we still have 
expectations of how vendors should 
conduct themselves while selling 
and representing the paper. 

The following is our Vendor Code 
of Conduct, which every vendor 
reads and signs before receiving a 
badge and papers. We request that if 
you discover a vendor violating any 
tenets of the Code, please contact 
us and provide as many details as 
possible. Our paper and our vendors 
should be positively impacting our 
County.

• Groundcover will be distributed 
for a voluntary donation. I agree not 
to ask for more than the cover price 
or solicit donations by any other 
means.

• When selling Groundcover, I will 
always have the current biweekly 
issue of Groundcover available for 
customer purchase.

• I agree not to sell additional 
goods or products when selling the 
paper or to panhandle, including 
panhandling with only one paper or 
selling past monthly issues.

• I will wear and display my badge 
when selling papers and refrain 
from wearing it or other Ground-
cover gear when engaged in other 
activities.

• I will only purchase the paper 
from Groundcover Staff and will not 
sell to or buy papers from other 
Groundcover vendors, especially 

vendors who have been suspended 
or terminated.

• I agree to treat all customers, 
staff, and other vendors respectfully. 
I will not “hard sell,” threaten, harass 
or pressure customers, staff, or 
other vendors verbally or 
physically.

• I will not sell Groundcover under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol.

• I understand that I am not a legal 
employee of Groundcover but a con-
tracted worker responsible for my 
own well-being and income.

• I understand that my badge is 
property of Groundcover and will not 
deface it. I will present my badge 
when purchasing the papers.

• I agree to stay off private prop-
erty when selling Groundcover.

• I understand to refrain from sell-
ing on public buses, federal property 
or stores unless there is permission 
from the owner.

• I agree to stay at least one block 
away from another vendor in down-
town areas. I will also abide by the 
Vendor corner policy.

• I understand that Groundcover 
strives to be a paper that covers 
topics of homelessness and poverty 
while providing sources of income 
for the homeless. I will try to help in 
this effort and spread the word.

If you would like to report a violation 
of the Vendor Code please email 
contact@groundcovernews.com or 
fill out the contact form on our 
website.

might listen to her if she reassured 
them that I was mentally sound and 
should be released.  But I was left 
alone for hours, so there wasn’t 
really anyone for her to talk to, and 
I realized that testimony by some-
one with an unconfirmed identity 
over the phone probably wouldn’t 
satisfy procedures for the hospital to 
release a patient. 

Thank goodness I had insurance.  
Between the ambulance and the 
hours in the hospital, Medicare sent 
$1000 + $1900 of taxpayers’ money 
to the healthcare system for that 
night.  The cab would have been less 
than $20.

They never even formally exam-
ined me at the hospital, although 
several people came to ask me ques-
tions, and they gave me juice and 

snacks.  But when I got the insur-
ance bill days later, I discovered to 
my surprise that I had been billed 
for a lab!  I called U-M to ask what it 
was, and they told me it was a uri-
nalysis!  While I was at the hospital, 
I had told staff at some point that I 
needed to go to the bathroom — I 
couldn’t go by myself without my 
wheelchair — and they had brought 
me a urination device.   Evidently 
they used it to collect a sample with-
out my knowledge.

I don’t even know exactly how 
they finally decided to release me, 
three and a half hours later, around 
12:30 a.m.  Of course, when they dis-
charged me, I still had to get home.  
They called a cab for me — this was 
all I had wanted from the beginning!  
I finally got home at 1:00 a.m., six 
hours after the entire saga began.    

Ann Arbor can do better.

CAB  from page 9 

ANDRE VASHER
Groundcover contributor

A movie theater in the heart of  
downtown should contribute a sense 
of community, along the lines of a 
corner tavern combined with the 
thought-provoking content of a library. 
Ann Arbor’s Michigan Theater consis-
tently delivers on both promises. 

During the Oscars build-up, viewers 
can sample this year’s short films nom-
inated in the Animation, Live Action 
and Documentary categories. Braving 
a chilly winter evening I took in the 
Short Films Documentaries — and feel 
incredibly lucky to have absorbed five 
high quality films. Each dealt with a 
quite different subject while taking 
divergent approaches to the topics 
they addressed. All the content was 
truly relevant for our challenging times 
with compelling messages and suc-
cinct story telling.

The nominated short documentaries 
for 2022 were “Audible,” “When We 
Were Bullies," “Three Songs for Bena-
zir,” “Lead Me Home” and “The Queen 
of Basketball.” Watched sequentially 
the films ran for almost three hours, 
but this viewer lost all track of time 
once the lights dimmed. 

Audible
Matt Ogens and Geoff McLean cap-

ture the heightened emotions and 
mood swings of a high school football 
team mid-season. Highlighted in this 
filem is a senior captain. His motiva-
tional sideline speeches and halting 
homecoming invitation get an unusual 
delivery — in sign language. 

The high school in “Audible'' is Mary-
land School for the Deaf and the 
soundtrack for this film is built around 
the vibrations the students can feel, 
but not hear. 

Amaree McKenstry-Hall lost his 
hearing around age two, coinciding 
with the departure of his father. He 
finds solace on the football field and 
with his teammates who will face a 
major life challenge upon graduation 
— surviving in a world that others 
experience with hearing.  

Before that can happen, Amaree has 
games to play and a cheerleader inter-
ested in going to the homecoming 
dance with him. “Audible'' contains 
many of the elements of “Friday Night 
Lights,” minus a typical soundtrack. 

When We Were Bullies
Most documentaries don’t offer the 

confession of their director, but “When 
We Were Bullies” starts out that way. 
Jay Rosenblatt began making a docu-
mentary about boys and childhood 
cruelty and in a moment of introspec-
tion recalled his major role in an unfor-
tunate bullying incident in his 
fifth-grade class.

Digging into the event after many 
years have passed, he tracks down as 
many old classmates as possible, get-
ting their hot take on the playground 
trauma. Rosenblatt even goes to great 
lengths to find and interview their 
teacher who may (or may not) have 
played a supporting role in the event. 

This film forces viewers to reflect on 
their school years asking themselves: 
What group actions may I have been 
part of that don’t stand the scrutiny of 
time? “When We Were Bullies” offers a 
fresh take on an ugly, and all too 
common, human condition.

Three Songs for Benazir
This film describes the trials of an 

Afghan man living in poverty who 
decides to enlist in the Afghan National 
Army. Elizabeth and Gulistan Mir-
zaei’s documentary depicts the gritty 

living conditions and daily struggle to 
survive in a country under siege by 
both the U.S. Army and the Taliban. 

Shaista, a young man who — newly 
married to Benazir and living in a 
camp for displaced persons in Kabul 
— struggles to balance his dreams of 
joining the Afghan National Army with 
the responsibilities of starting a family.

This documentary enlightens more 
with images than dialogue. It encom-
passes overhead shots of American 
drones circling the camp, mangy dogs 
scrounging for scraps and dirty boys 
wrestling in the mud. Shaista never 
totally succumbs to his desperation to 
care for his family, managing to amuse 
his playful wife with songs he creates 
off the top of his head — even under 
the most discouraging conditions. 

Lead Me Home
The opening scenes of “Lead Me 

Home” contrast homeless individuals 
readying tents on the sidewalk against 
the silhouettes of their wealthier 
neighbors turning down the dimmers 
in high rise apartments and condos. 
Welcome to homelessness in San 
Francisco, Seattle and Los Angeles. 

Pedro Kos and Jon Shenk also pay 
attention to the words of their subjects 
as they interview several home-chal-
lenged people — from mothers to 
recovering addicts to the mentally ill. 
No judging here. This film shows the 
disparity of the have and have nots as 
well as the challenges homeless people 
face in getting government 
assistance. 

The filmmakers offer no innovative 
solutions for this growing problem, 
especially in liberal cities in the West. 
They simply and vividly want to tell the 
stories of an often-unheard group of 
citizens in these United States. 

The Queen of Basketball
When Shaquille O'Neal is listed as an 

executive producer of a documentary 
you suspect it will have a light touch. 
Ben Proudfoot’s film deftly portrays 
the basketball career of America’s first 
female hoops superstar. 

In the mid-seventies, just as Title IX 
ruled that men and women should 
have equal opportunities to play col-
lege sports, Lucia (Lucy) Stewart led a 
small Mississippi college to three 
national titles, scored the first basket 
in women's Olympic history in 1976, 
and was the first and only woman 
drafted by the men’s National Basket-
ball Association. 

This amazing athlete reflects the 
humor and persona of her executive 
producer. Never humble but always 
funny, she bluntly shares her perspec-
tive on her basketball achievements 
along with mental health struggles. 
The happy conclusion is not the Olym-
pic medal or championship banners 
Stewart won, but the high achieving 
children she produced as a mother 
and mentor in her hometown rural 
Mississippi.

My Pick to Win
While most eyes looked to the Best 

Picture announcement during the 
Oscar telecast, I watched the Short 
Films Documentary category with 
great anticipation. All these films are 
deserving winners in my mind. If 
forced to pick the best, I would go with 
"When We Were Bullies" because of its 
brutal honesty and the creative ways 
in which the director manipulated an 
old class photo and picture of his old 
school yard. Plus, the topic, like those 
in all these documentaries, was spot 
on. In the end, "The Queen of Basket-
ball" won the Oscar for best documen-
tary short.

Oscar nominated short documentaries offer 
poignant, relevant messages for our times
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Sea salt chocolate chip 
cookies
ELIZABETH BAUMAN
Groundcover contributor

Ingredients:
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking soda
1/2 cup salted butter 
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
1/3 cup + 2 tsp granulated sugar
1 large egg 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
1 1/2 cups semisweet chocolate chips 
(more or less to your taste)
sea salt flakes 
about 20 chocolate chips

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line 

a baking sheet with parchment paper 
and set aside.

Add flour and baking soda to a 
mixing bowl and whisk for 15 seconds 
to incorporate and make them fluffy.

To the bowl of a stand mixer, add 
softened butter and both sugars. Beat 
with paddle attachment for about 2 

minutes, until mixture is smooth and 
fluffy. Add egg and vanilla, beat on 
LOW speed until combined.

Add flour, half the mixture at a time, 
beating on LOW speed until JUST 
combined after each addition. Don't 
overmix, or your cookies won't be soft 
and tender. 

Add chocolate chips and stir 
together with a spoon. Chill for 30 
minutes.

Use a large cookie scoop and scoop 
round balls of dough onto parchment 
paper about 2 inches apart.

Press a couple chocolate chips into 
the tops of the balls of dough, and 
bake about 10-12 minutes, or until 
edges are lightly golden brown and 
tops of cookies look a little under-
done. (mine took 11 minutes).

Sprinkle top of baked cookies with 
some sea salt flakes. Allow cookies to 
cool on the baking sheet for 5 min-
utes, then transfer to a cooling rack to 
finish cooling. So yummy!

GROUNDCOVER NEWS

Support an Alternative Business Model
Local - Organic - Member-Owned
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We go beyond the textbook and into the world.
Our liberal arts school encourages discovery, builds resilience and 

prepares students for countless opportunities. 

Education From Every Perspective
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Annual Trip to Hermit Island, Maine
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Travel

More Than Meets The Eye
SteinerSchool.org • 734-995-4141

PUZZLE 
SOLUTIONS

Answers for "Dig In!" 
by Tracy Bennett
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linktr.ee.com/washtenawcampoutreach
Facebook: @washcampoutreach

734-238-7679
Venmo: @washtenawcampoutreach

Email: washtenawcampoutreach@gmail.com

UREGENT CALL 
FOR DONATIONS: 

WINTER 
SHELTERING HAS 

ENDED! 

http://www.facebook/washcampoutreach

