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Artificial meat. Indoor aquaculture. 
Vertical farms. Irrigation drones. Once 
the realm of science fiction, these things 
are now fact. Food production is going 
high-tech – at least, in some places.

But the vast majority of the world’s farm-
ers still face that old and fundamental 
fact: their crops, their very livelihoods, 
depend on how Mother Nature treats 
them. Over 80 percent of world agricul-
ture today remains dependent on the 
rains, just as it did 10,000 years ago.

At the Second International Conference 
on Nutrition held in Rome last Novem-
ber, Pope Francis said: “God forgives al-
ways; men, sometimes; the Earth, never. 
Mother Nature can be rough – and she’s 
getting rougher as our planet’s climate 
changes.”

When drought, floods, tsunamis or 
severe weather hit, the consequences 
for people’s food security and economic 
well-being can be profound. Beyond the 
disaster-provoked hunger crises that 
make newspapers headlines, the devel-
opment trajectories of entire nations 
and regions can be seriously altered by 
extreme events.

Remember: in many developing coun-
tries farming remains a critical economic 
activity. The livelihoods of 2.5 billion 
family farmers depend on agriculture, 
and the sector accounts for as much 30 
percent of national GDP in countries like 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, 
Niger and Mozambique, among others.

It is not only drought, floods, and storms 
the pose a threat to agriculture, by the 
way. Diseases and pests like Small Ru-
minants Plague (PPR), or desert locusts 
or wheat rusts do as well. Nor is harsh 
weather the only threat: wars, economic 
crises – the work of humans – frequently 
wreak havoc on agricultural communi-
ties and infrastructure.

Conflicts and natural hazards have al-

ways threatened food security. How-
ever, today we are witnessing their 
aggravation. Economic losses due to 
natural disasters have tripled over the 
last decade – and continue to rise.

Initial results from a new U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
study show that losses and damages 
to crops and livestock, fisheries and 
forestry due to natural hazards ac-
counted for at least 22 percent of the 
total global economic bill between 
2003 and 2013.

Small scale farmers, herders, fishers 
and forest-dependent communities, 
who generate more than half of global 
agricultural production, are particu-
larly at risk. (By the way, these very 
same people make up 75 percent of 
the world’s poor, hungry and food-
insecure population.)

So how can we ensure food security 
in a world with ever more people, 
exposed to ever more intense and 
frequent hazards?

Agriculture itself can provide solu-
tions. It is a main driver for land use 
changes and can therefore be instru-
mental in increasing vulnerabilities 
to natural hazards. At the same time, 
a more sustainable approach to food 
production would help us protect the 
environment and build the resilience 

of our communities in the face of disas-
ters.

Over the past decade, good progress 
has been made in fleshing out the 
concept of disaster risk reduction and 
its vital contribution to inclusive and 
sustainable development. Yet more 
must be done to harness the potential 
of agriculture in reducing disaster-relat-
ed risks and to factor agriculture, food 
security and nutrition into strategies for 
bolstering the resilience of societies.

Next week [March 14, 2015], world 
leaders and the international develop-
ment community will gather in Sendai, 
Japan, to chart a pathway for a broad-
reaching and holistic global approach to 
disaster risk reduction.

The FAO will be taking the message to 
the World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction that risk-sensitive develop-
ment in the agriculture-food-nutrition 
sector is an essential building block for 
enhancing overall global resilience to 
disasters.

Our vision for ensuring that agriculture 
both benefits from and contributes to 
disaster risk reduction rests on four 
mutually reinforcing pillars that are ap-
plicable at the local, national, regional 
and global levels.

First, we must manage risk. This 

includes developing legal and regula-
tory frameworks for risk reduction and 
crisis management and building ca-
pacities at all levels to implement them. 
Risk factors need to be systematically 
factored into agriculture, fisheries and 
forestry planning, from step one.

Second, we have to watch to safeguard, 
establishing better information-gather-
ing and early warning systems to iden-
tify threats. Then we must be proactive 
and act before disaster hits. In the past, 
the global community received early 
warning of impeding crisis, but did not 
react. The 2011 famine in Somalia is a 
recent and sobering example.

Third, we need to reduce the underlying 
risk factors that make farmers, pasto-
ralists, fishers and foresters vulnerable. 
This can be achieved by focusing on 
– and investing in – more sustainable 
models of food production and the use 
of improved agricultural technologies 
and practices which raise yields and 
boost resilience against shocks while 
protecting the natural resource base.

Finally, maintaining a state of readi-
ness to allow for rapid responses to the 
needs of the food production sector 
if disaster does hit is also key. Despite 
massive damage, agricultural liveli-
hoods in the Philippines were rapidly 
restored after 2013’s Typhoon Haiyan 
thanks to appropriate national-level 
preparedness and timely international 
community support.

Sendai – and July’s development financ-
ing conference in Addis Ababa as well 
as the Paris 2014 climate summit – give 
us a chance to hard-wire resilience into 
the post-2015 development agenda. Ag-
riculture – and the diverse communities 
that make it up – can and should be the 
bedrock on which increased resilience 
for millions of people is built.

José Graziano da Silva is Director-
General of the United Nations’ Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO).

Source: www.streetnewsservice.org / IPS

Opinion: Feeding a warmer, riskier world

Padmamma in a seed planting centre set up by local charity Prakruthi in the village 
of Yeluvahalli, India. Photo: Simon Murphy
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Pradhan is a member of the 27-house-
hold Gunduribadi tribal village, work-
ing with her fellow residents to map the 
boundaries of this 200-hectare forest 
that the community claims as their 
customary land.

It will take days of scrambling through 
hilly terrain with government-issued 
maps and rudimentary GPS systems to 
find all the markers and determine the 
exact extent of the woodland area, but 
Pradhan is determined.

“No one can cheat us of even one metre 
of our mother, the forest. She has given 
us life and we have given our lives for 
her,” says the indigenous woman, her 
voice shaking with emotion.

Unfolding out of sight and out of mind 
of India’s policy-making nucleus in the 
capital, New Delhi, this quiet drama – 
involving the 275 million people who 
reside in or on the fringes of the coun-
try’s bountiful forests – could be the 
defining struggle of the century.

At the forefront of the movement are 
tribal communities in states like Odisha 
who are determined to make full use 
of a 2012 amendment to India’s Forest 
Rights Act (FRA) to claim titles to their 
land, on which they can carve out a 
simple life, and a sustainable future for 
their children.

One of the most empowering provi-
sions of the amended FRA gave forest 
dwellers and tribal communities the 
right to own, manage and sell non-
timber forest products (NTFP), which 
some 100 million landless people in 
India depend on for income, medicine 
and housing.

Women have emerged as the natural 
leaders of efforts to implement these le-
gal amendments, as they have tradition-
ally managed forestlands, sustainably 
sourcing food, fuel and fodder for the 
landless poor, as well as gathering farm-
fencing materials, medicinal plants 
and wood to build their thatched-roof 
homes.

Under the leadership of women like 
Pradhan, 850 villages in the Nayagarh 
district of Odisha state are collectively 
managing 100,000 hectares of forest 
land, with the result that 53 percent of 
the district’s land mass now has forest 
cover.

This is more than double India’s nation-
al average of 21 percent forest cover.

Overall, 15,000 villages in India, 
primarily in the eastern states, protect 
around two million hectares of forests.

When life depends on land

According to the latest Forest Survey 
of India, the country’s forest cover 
increased by 5,871 square km between 
2010 and 2012, bringing total forest 
cover to 697,898 sq km (about 69 mil-
lion hectares).

Still, research indicates than every 
single day, an average of 135 hectares of 
forestland are handed over to develop-
ment projects like mining and power 
generation.

Tribal communities in Odisha are no 
strangers to large-scale development 
projects that guzzle land.

Forty years of illegal logging across the 
state’s heartland forest belt, coupled 
with a major commercial timber trade 
in teak, sal and bamboo, left the hilltops 
bald and barren.

Streams that had once irrigated small 
plots of farmland began to run dry, 
while groundwater sources gradually 
disappeared. Over a 40-year period, 
between 1965 and 2004, Odisha experi-
enced recurring and chronic droughts, 
including three consecutive dry spells 
from 1965-1967.

As a result of the heavy felling of trees 
for the timber trade, Nayargh suffered 
six droughts in a 10-year span, which 
shattered a network of farm- and forest-
based livelihoods.

Villages emptied out as nearly 50 per-
cent of the population fled in search of 
alternatives.

“We who stayed back had to sell our 
family’s brass utensils to get cash to 

buy rice, and so acute was the scarcity 
of wood that sometimes the dead were 
kept waiting while we went from house 
to house begging for logs for the funeral 
pyre,” recalls 70-year-old Arjun Prad-
han, head of the Gunduribadi village.

As the crisis escalated, Kesarpur, a 
village council in Nayagarh, devised a 
campaign that now serves as the tem-
plate for community forestry in Odisha.

The council allocated need-based rights 
to families wishing to gather wood 
fuel, fodder or edible produce. Anyone 
wishing to fell a tree for a funeral pyre 
or house repairs had to seek special 
permission. Carrying axes into the for-
est was prohibited.

Villagers took it in turns to patrol the 
forest using the “thengapali” system, 
literally translated as “stick rotation”: 
each night, representatives from four 
families would carry stout, carved sticks 
into the forest. At the end of their shift, 
the scouts placed the sticks on their 
neighbours’ verandahs, indicating a 
change of guard.

The council imposed strict yet logical 
penalties on those who failed to com-
ply: anyone caught stealing had to pay 
a cash fine corresponding to the theft; 
skipping a turn at patrol duty resulted 
in an extra night of standing guard.

As the forests slowly regenerated, the 
villagers made additional sacrifices. 
Goats, considered quick-cash assets in 
hard times, were sold off and banned 
for 10 years to protect the fresh green 
shoots on the forest floor. Instead of 
cooking twice a day, families prepared 
both meals on a single fire to save 
wood.

From deforestation to reforestation

Some 20 years after this “pilot” proj-
ect was implemented, in early April of 
2015, a hill stream gurgles past on the 
outskirts of Gunduribadi, irrigating 
small farms of ready-to-harvest lentils 
and vegetables.

Under a shady tree, clean water sim-
mers four feet below the ground in a 
newly dug well; later in the evening, 
elderly women will haul bucketsful out 
with ease.

Manas Pradhan, who heads the local 
forest protection committee (FPC), 
explains that rains bring rich forest 
humus into the 28 hectares of farm-
land managed by 27 families. This has 
resulted in soil so rich a single hect-
are produces 6,500 kg of rice without 
chemical boosters – three times the 
yield from farms around unprotected 
forests.

“When potato was scarce and selling 
at an unaffordable 40 rupees (65 cents) 
per kg, we substituted it with pichuli, a 
sweet tuber available plentifully in the 
forests,” says Janha Pradhan, a landless 
tribal woman, pointing out a small heap 
she harvested during her patrol the 
night before.

“We made good money selling some in 
the town when potato prices skyrock-
eted a few months back,” she adds. In 
a state where the average earnings are 
40 dollars per month, and hunger and 
malnutrition affects 32 percent of the 
population – with one in two children 
underweight – this community repre-
sents an oasis of health and sustenance 
in a desert of poverty.

At least four wild varieties of edible 
leafy greens, vine-growing vegetables 
like spine gourd and bamboo shoots, 
and mushrooms of all sizes are gathered 
seasonally. Leaves that stem bleeding, 
and roots that control diarrhea, are also 
sustainably harvested from the forest.

Reaping the harvest of community 
management

But the tranquility that surrounds the 
forest-edge community belies a con-
flicted past.

Eighty-year-old Dami Nayak, ex-presi-
dent of the forest protection committee 
for Kodallapalli village, tells IPS her 
ancestors used to grow rain-fed millet 
and vegetables for generations in and 
around these forests until the Odisha 
State Cashew Development Corpora-
tion set its sights on these lands over 20 
years ago.

Although not a traditional crop in 
Odisha, the state corporation set up 

Watch what happens when tribal women manage India’s forests

Women vigilantes apprehend a timber thief. Village councils strictly monitor the fell-
ing of trees in Odisha’s forests, and permission to remove timber is only granted to 
families with urgent needs for housing material or funeral pyres. Photo: Manipadma 
Jena/IPS
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As a child growing up in Far North 
Queensland, William Clark Enoch 
would know the crabs were biting when 
certain trees blossomed, but now, at age 
51, he is noticing visible changes in his 
environment such as frequent storms, 
soil erosion, salinity in fresh water and 
ocean acidification.

“The land cannot support us anymore. 
The flowering cycles are less predict-
able. We have to now go much further 
into the sea to catch fish,” said Enoch, 
whose father was from North Strad-
broke Island, home to the Noonuc-
cal, Nughie and Goenpul Aboriginal 
people.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, who comprise only 2.5 per cent 
(548,400) of Australia’s population of 
nearly 24 million, are part of the oldest 
continuing culture in the world. They 
have lived in harmony with the land for 
generations.

“But now pesticides from sugarcane 
and banana farms are getting washed 
into the rivers and sea and ending up 
in the food chain. We need to check the 
wild pig and turtles we kill for contami-
nants before eating,” Enoch told IPS.

With soaring temperatures and rising 
sea levels, indigenous people face the 
risk of being further disadvantaged and 
potentially dislocated from their tradi-
tional lands.

“We have already seen environmental 
refugees in this country during the 
Second World War. In the 1940s, Torres 
Strait Islander people were removed 
from the low-lying Saibai Island near 
New Guinea to the Australian mainland 
as king tides flooded the island,” said 
Mick Gooda, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Social Justice Commis-
sioner at the Australian Human Rights 
Commission.

Global sea levels have increased by 
1.7 millimeters per year over the 20th 
century. Since the early 1990s, northern 
Australia has experienced increases of 
around 7.1 millimetres per year, while 
eastern Australia has experienced in-
creases of around 2.0 to 3.3 millimetres 
per year.

For indigenous people, their heart and 
soul belongs to the land of their ances-
tors. “Any dislocation has dramatic 
effects on our social and emotional 
wellbeing. Maybe these are some of 
the reasons why we are seeing great 
increases in self-harm,” Gooda, who 
is a descendant of the Gangulu people 

from the Dawson Valley in central 
Queensland, told IPS.

Displacement from the land also signif-
icantly impacts culture, health, and ac-
cess to food and water resources. Water 
has been very important for Aboriginal 
people for 60,000 years, but Australia is 
becoming hotter and drier.

2013 was Australia’s warmest year on 
record, according to the Bureau of 
Meteorology’s Annual Climate Report. 
The Australian area-averaged mean 
temperature was +1.20 degrees Cen-
tigrade above the 1961-1990 average. 
Maximum temperatures were +1.45 
degrees Centigrade above average, and 
minimum temperatures +0.94 degrees 
Centigrade above average.

“On the other side, during the wet sea-
son, it is getting wetter. One small town, 
Mission Beach in Queensland, recently 
received 300mm of rain in one night. 
These extreme climatic changes in the 
wet tropics are definitely impacting the 
Indigenous lifestyle,” said Gooda.

Researchers warn that climate change 
will have a range of negative impacts 
on liveability of communities, cultural 
practices, health and wellbeing.

Dr. Rosemary Hill, a research scientist 
at the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (Eco-
system Sciences) in Cairns, said, “The 
existing poor state of infrastructure in 
indigenous communities such as hous-
ing, water, energy, sewerage, and roads 
is likely to further deteriorate. Chronic 
health disabilities, including asthma, 
cardiovascular illness and infections, 
and water, air and food-borne diseases 
are likely to be exacerbated.”

Environmental and indigenous groups 
are urging the government to create 
new partnerships with indigenous 

Australians in climate adaptation and 
mitigation policies and also to tap 
into indigenous knowledge of natural 
resource management.

“There is so much we can learn from 
our ancestors about tackling climate 
change and protecting the country. We 
have to transition Australia to clean 
energy and leave fossil fuels in the 
ground. Our communities don’t have to 
rely on handouts from mining compa-
nies; we can power our homes with the 
sun and the wind, and build economies 
based on caring for communities, land 
and culture that is central to our iden-
tity,” says the Australian Youth Climate 
Coalition (AYCC) communications 
director, Kelly Mackenzie.

AYCC is calling on the Australian gov-
ernment to move beyond fossil fuels to 
clean and renewable energy.

Indigenous elder in residence at Griffith 
University’s Nathan and Logan cam-
puses in Brisbane, Togiab McRose Elu, 
said, “Global warming isn’t just a theory 
in Torres Strait, it’s lapping at people’s 
doorsteps. The world desperately needs 
a binding international agreement in-
cluding an end to fossil fuel subsidies.”

According to a new analysis by Climate 
Action Tracker (CAT), Australia’s emis-
sions are set to increase to more than 
50 per cent above 1990 levels by 2020 
under the current Liberal-National Co-
alition Government’s climate policies.

The Copenhagen pledge (cutting emis-
sions by five per cent below 2000 levels 
by 2020), even if fully achieved, would 
allow emissions to be 26 per cent above 
1990 levels of energy and industry 
global greenhouse gases (GHGs).

It is to be noted that coal is Austra-
lia’s second-largest export, catering to 
around 30 per cent of the world’s coal 

trade. Prime Minister Tony Abbott has 
declared that coal is good for human-
ity. His government has dumped the 
carbon tax and it is scaling back the 
renewable energy target.

The United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in its 
fifth and final report has said that use 
of renewable energy needs to increase 
from 30 per cent to 80 per cent of the 
world’s energy supply.

Dr. Hill sees new economic opportu-
nities for indigenous communities in 
energy production, carbon sequestra-
tion, GHG abatement and aquaculture. 
“Climate adaptation provides opportu-
nities to strengthen indigenous ecologi-
cal knowledge and cultural practices 
which provide a wealth of experience, 
understanding and resilience in the face 
of environmental change,” she told IPS.

With the predicted change in sea level, 
traditional hunting and fishing will be 
lost across significant areas. A number 
of indigenous communities live in low-
lying areas near wetlands, estuaries and 
river systems.

“These areas are important culturally 
and provide a valuable subsistence 
source of food, particularly protein, 
unmet by the mainstream market,” said 
Andrew Picone, Australian Conserva-
tion Foundation’s Northern Australia 
Programme Officer.

Picone suggests combined application 
of cultural knowledge and scientific 
skill as the best opportunity to address 
the declining health of northern Aus-
tralia’s ecosystems. Recently, traditional 
owners on the Queensland coast and 
WWF-Australia signed a partnership 
to help tackle illegal poaching, conduct 
species research and conserve threat-
ened turtles, dugongs and inshore 
dolphins along the Great Barrier Reef.

The Girringun Aboriginal Corpora-
tion and Gudjuda Aboriginal Reference 
Group together represent custodians of 
about a third of the Great Barrier Reef.

Elaine Price, a 58-year-old Olkola 
woman who hails from Cape York, 
would like more job opportunities in 
sustainable industries and ecotourism 
for her people closer to home.

“Our younger generation is losing the 
knowledge of indigenous plants and 
birds. This knowledge is vital to pre-
serving and protecting our ecosystem,” 
she said.

Source: www.streetnewsservice.org / IPS

Aboriginal knowledge could unlock climate solutions

William Clark Enoch of Queensland. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
who comprise only 2.5 per cent of Australia’s population of nearly 24 million, are part 
of the oldest continuing culture in the world. Photo: Neena Bhandari/IPS
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A reclusive “mad inventor” in Northern 
Ireland is harnessing the goodwill of 
the people of Belfast to help the local 
homeless community, as they face a 
deadly crisis.

Good Samaritans from across the city 
have been leaving donations of cloth-
ing and toiletries in a set of “Kindness 
Drawers” that appeared in Victoria 
Street, in the centre of town, on New 
Year’s Eve. The drawers are unsu-
pervised and rely on the kindness of 
strangers to provide essentials to vul-
nerable people.

People in need can freely collect any-
thing they require from the set of 18 
plastic drawers, which are decorated 
with messages of goodwill, as well as 
contact details for support services.

Formerly-homeless Belfast man Kris 
Nixon was approached by the individu-
al behind the guerrilla project, in order 
to act as his spokesperson. The arrange-
ment allows the inventor of the social 
experiment to remain anonymous.

“It’s just awesome how people have re-
sponded to it,” Kris said of the project. 
“There’s been no lack of empathy from 
Belfast people. The people of Belfast are 
so used to the bad news stories – not 
just the Troubles, but the constant po-
litical unrest here. We’ve lurched from 
one crisis to another. There’s a housing 
shortage – everyone knows this.

“Then all of a sudden, after the festive 
period, this little good news story pops 
up. And people think, ‘I wasn’t expect-
ing that. It isn’t what I’m used to hear-
ing – and I’ve got the opportunity to 
help.’ The people of Belfast have really 
taken to that.”

And it looks as though people are 
making use of the donations, too. “I’ve 
spoken to different outreach groups in 
Belfast and they’re seeing service users 
and rough sleepers talking about it. So, 
so far it’s going better than we expect-
ed,” Kris added.

The appearance of the drawers has 
coincided with a particularly hard time 
for homeless people in Belfast, as three 
rough sleepers have died in the harsh 
weather since the beginning of the year. 
A fourth man who had been sleeping 
rough passed away just after he had 
found housing.

Reacting on social media, Deputy First 
Minister of Northern Ireland Martin 
McGuinness said he was “concerned” 
by the deaths, whilst homeless outreach 

charities called the situation “nightmar-
ish.”

A spokesperson from Amethyst Out-
reach said the man who died most 
recently was a regular user of their ser-
vices. “This is a nightmare,” they added. 
“I just don’t know what else to say here. 
This nightmare is never-ending.”

Kris and his family were homeless for 
two years in his mid-teens after they 
moved from his native Belfast to Brigh-
ton. During their time in England, his 
mother and her partner were struggling 
with a drinking problem – they “de-
cided that the pub was a preference to 
paying rent.”

“For the next two years we moved from 
hostel to half-way house to B&B – any-
where the council can put you. Some-
times you’re there for three months, 
sometimes you’re there for two nights,” 
he recalled. “Especially at that age, try-
ing to do GCSEs, it’s a complete screw-
up of your system. I’d finish school for 
the day and I wouldn’t know where I 
was sleeping that night. I’d have to call 
my mum and say, am I going to the 
hostel in Brighton, or are we in a town 
15 miles away?”

Kris is now a political activist on issues 
around poverty in Belfast. He hopes 
the Kindness Drawers can remove the 
barriers to accessing help that he ex-
perienced – and put power back in the 
hands of homeless people.

“Being helped is great,” he said. “Asking 
for help – you need to, but it’s a chal-
lenge. There was a part of me that felt 
uncomfortable – I wasn’t humiliated, 
but I was aware of the humility involved 
in it.

“There are lots of charities in Belfast 

that homeless people can go to and ask 
for a sleeping bag, or whatever else. 
That’s great, but what if the power was 
in homeless people’s hands? To just 
come along and take what you need and 
that’s it. You don’t have to ask someone 
for help, you don’t need to look some-
one in the face and say, ‘I need some-
thing.’ You can just help yourself.”

Kris was able to confirm that the person 
behind the Kindness Drawers is the 
same man who made the “Homeless 
Pod” last year. A self-contained sleeping 
unit, it included a phone charging point 
and a radio, powered by a solar cell, and 
was left in the street in the same way 
as the Kindness Drawers. It received 
worldwide attention but was removed 
by the city council citing “safety issues.”

“There were quite a few people got in 
contact from different areas – from 
Canada, from Singapore, from the 
south of Ireland – asking for the 
blueprint,” said Kris. “But when the 
council took it away, people didn’t want 
to get into trouble. I can understand 
the council’s concerns but I don’t think 
they’re valid.”

Some remained undeterred. In Dublin, 
four similar Homeless Pods were erect-
ed on 15 February, by a group called 
#gimmeshelterIreland. “The action can 
be seen as an act of charity, but more 
importantly it is an attempt to provoke 
conversation about a huge problem in 
our society,” their spokesperson told 
Irish news site Independent.ie.

Of the man behind both Belfast proj-
ects, Kris added: “He’s a mad inventor. 
He makes things you wouldn’t expect, 
with the aim of helping people.”

At the time of writing the Kindness 
Drawers are still in place, though 

Belfast City Council is yet to offer an 
official response to them.

“I know a number of Belfast City Coun-
cillors from working on various proj-
ects and they’ve been very supportive of 
it – across parties, which in Northern 
Ireland you don’t often get,” said Kris.

South Belfast DUP Councillor, Alder-
man Christopher Stalford, offered some 
words of support for the project.

“I welcome this initiative,” he said. “I 
sincerely hope that no red-tape or ac-
tion from officialdom would stifle what 
appears to be a genuine effort by people 
to help the least well-off in our society.”

He added that, following the recent 
deaths, it is even more important that 
people help where they can. “In our 
city, the brutal reality of living rough 
has been brought home by the deaths 
of four people. These men were all 
someone’s son. They may have been 
uncles, cousins or even fathers. Those 
of us who have been blessed materially 
should do more to help.”

Local artist Dennis Kelly, a retired 
civil servant and current president of 
the Arts Society of Ulster, is one of the 
people to donate to the Kindness Draw-
ers. He visited with his wife to drop off 
some good-quality winter coats that 
they no longer used.

“My wife and I had just bought some 
new coats. We would have normally put 
the old ones into Oxfam but we heard 
about this way of giving help directly to 
people who are living on the streets. We 
decided it would be better to put the 
clothing into the Kindness Drawers,” he 
said.

He compared the person behind the 
project to notoriously secretive street 
artist and political activist Banksy. “He’s 
doing something creative with this 
social experiment, which holds a mir-
ror up to us as a community,” Dennis 
added, “and like Banksy, few people 
know his true identity.”

Though the Kindness Drawers are a 
positive way for people to help, they are 
clearly far from enough. The latest per-
son to die on Belfast’s streets, a man in 
his 40s named online as Roy, was found 
in a doorway, just around the corner 
from the drawers.

“There is a real sense of public shame 
about these deaths,” said Kris. “Statu-
tory bodies need to harness that to pro-
vide a holistic, cross-sector solution.”

Source: www.streetnewsservice.org 
/ INSP

“Belfast Banksy” harnesses public goodwill in face of deadly homelessness 

Dennis Kelly makes donation to Kindness Drawers. Photo: Sarah Kelly
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by Maureen Crane
The Conversation – London, UK, 
02/08/2016

Homelessness in England has been 
a growing problem over the last five 
years. The number of people sleeping 
rough has doubled, and the number of 
homeless households seeking help from 
local authorities has also increased.

Homelessness can have a devastat-
ing impact on a person’s health and 
well-being, and since the early 1990s 
successive governments made large 
investments in services to tackle the 
problem. But after 2010, funds were 
cut for many homelessness and hous-
ing support services. Several radical 
changes to housing and welfare policies 
were also introduced, which presented 
further challenges for formerly home-
less people.

In an effort to assess the outcomes of 
rehousing homeless people, and learn 
how best to meet their longer-term sup-
port needs, the National Institute for 
Health Research (NIHR) School for So-
cial Care Research funded Rebuilding 
Lives. This study has sought to under-
stand the experiences of 297 formerly 
homeless people, five years after they 
made the transition from hostels and 
other temporary accommodation into 
independent housing.

Colleagues at King’s College London 
and I carried out the study, the larg-
est of its kind in the UK. Our research 
followed up an earlier study, which in-
vestigated the experiences of 400 single 
homeless people over 18 months after 
they were resettled.

What we found

Once they are rehoused, many home-
less people are able to rebuild their 
lives. After five years, many participants 
in our study had settled into their ac-
commodation, and made considerable 
progress. Some had become involved in 
education, work-training programmes 
or had attained employment, and for 
many family and social relationships 
had improved. Several young people 
had started their own family.

But we found that a significant propor-
tion remained vulnerable during the 
first few years, and required long-term 
support in order to maintain a tenancy 
and prevent a return to homelessness. 
By the end of the Rebuilding Lives 
study, 89 percent of our participants 
were housed, although 16 percent had 
become homeless at some time during 
the five years since they were resettled.

Living independently was not easy for 

them. Even after five years, some were 
still finding it hard to cope. One-quar-
ter were struggling to look after their 
accommodation and manage everyday 
tasks, and were living in dirty or squalid 
conditions. Many of these individuals 
had mental health or substance misuse 
problems, and had little or no experi-
ence of living alone. A few were hoard-
ing, and parts of their accommodation 
had become inaccessible.

For just over a third (35 percent) of our 
participants, their accommodation was 
in serious disrepair: they were experi-
encing problems with damp and mould, 
faulty heating or wiring, or damage 
caused by floods and leaks. People in 
both social housing and the private-
rented sector were affected by poor 
living conditions.

Financial difficulties

Many formerly homeless people faced 
new financial demands immediately 
after they were resettled, as they tried 
to set up a home and rebuild their lives. 
When interviewed after five years, 
many of those who were housed were 
on low incomes (65 percent were living 
below the UK poverty line), and strug-
gling to meet everyday living expenses. 
Around half ran short of money for 
food at times, and did not have enough 
money to heat their home.

Over the course of our study, the preva-
lence of debts among the participants 
gradually increased. Five years after 
being resettled, 75 percent owed money, 
including almost a third who had debts 
of more than £1,000. The debts were 
mainly due to cost of living expenses, 
such as rent, household bills and coun-
cil tax. Young people aged under 25 

years were most likely to have built up 
large debts – just over half of them (55 
percent) owed £1,000 or more.

One of the key factors contributing to 
the participants’ financial difficulties 
was the suspension or withdrawal of 
social security benefits. Three-quarters 
of our participants were reliant on such 
benefits and, at the time of their five-
year interview, 24 percent of these had 
had their Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) 
or Employment and Support Allowance 
(ESA) benefits suspended or stopped in 
the preceding 12 months.

In some cases, JSA was stopped because 
the participants missed appointments 
at the Job Centre or failed to attend 
training or apply for jobs. Some did not 
understand what they should do when 
their ESA – which was time-limited 
– ended, and failed to complete a new 
claim form.

Benefit sanctions led to great difficul-
ties, as many people had no family or 
friends who could help them finan-
cially. For some people, this resulted in 
eviction for rent arrears as their hous-
ing benefit was also stopped – even 
though housing benefits should not be 
affected by JSA sanctions.

Many participants were keen to work, 
but finding a steady job with sufficient 
hours was problematic and contributed 
to financial difficulties. Some worked 
casually or under “zero-hours” con-
tracts: their working hours were irregu-
lar and their income low.

Although zero-hours contracts may 
offer flexibility to employers and suit 
the circumstances of some people, such 
insecure hours can be problematic for 

formerly homeless people who have no 
other source of income and are trying 
to re-establish themselves and live 
independently. Most study participants 
employed under zero-hours contracts 
would have preferred to work more 
hours, but the option was unavailable 
to them.

Building a home

Changes to the housing market in 
England over the last few years are also 
affecting the resettlement of homeless 
people. With a shortage of available 
social housing, single homeless people 
are now more likely to be resettled into 
the private rented sector.

Yet among the study participants, 
those resettled in the private rented 
sector had poorer housing outcomes 
than those who moved to local author-
ity or housing association tenancies. 
They were more likely to have changed 
tenancy several times, and 36 percent 
of those resettled in the private rented 
sector became homeless again.

Factors contributing to their housing 
instability included fixed-term tenancy 
agreements, difficulties with rent pay-
ments, poor conditions in the accom-
modation, and conflicts with landlords 
regarding repairs.

After five years, 32 percent of partici-
pants were receiving housing-related 
support from services. People who 
received this support were predomi-
nantly those who had longer histories 
of homelessness, and health and sub-
stance misuse problems. Young people 
were least likely to receive support from 
services, yet they were also least likely 
to have had previous experience of 
living alone and managing a tenancy. 
People living in the private rented sec-
tor were also less likely than others to 
have received support.

Our study has shown that planned 
resettlement for homeless people works, 
and should be encouraged. But many 
homeless people require long-term ten-
ancy support after they are rehoused. 
In many areas, there have been cuts to 
tenancy support services, and increas-
ing pressures to restrict how long sup-
port can be provided. Yet taking into 
account the difficulties that many study 
participants were facing after five years, 
they are highly likely to need help for 
the foreseeable future, if further home-
lessness is to be prevented.

Source: www.streetnewsservice.org / 
The Conversation

Rehousing the homeless: study reveals long-term support to rebuild lives

Homeless people beg for money on O’Connell Bridge in central Dublin November 16, 
2010. Photo: REUTERS/Cathal McNaughton 
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by Stijn Fens & Jan-Willem Wits 
Straatnieuws – The Netherlands, 
11/06/2015
Pope Francis rarely grants interviews, 
but the opportunity to address inter-
national street papers was enough to 
persuade him that INSP was worth a 
spot in his busy diary. So, on 27 Oc-
tober, formerly homeless street paper 
seller Marc sat down with the leader of 
the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics in the 
Vatican. The Straatnieuws vendor was 
accompanied by Dutch journalists Stijn 
Fens and Jan-Willem Wits. In a wide-
ranging interview, the Holy Father 
opened up to them about his childhood 
in Buenos Aires, his life in Rome and 
his lack of football skills.

It is still early when we arrive at the 
service entrance of the Vatican, to the 
left of Saint Peter’s Basilica. The Swiss 
Guards have been informed of our 
arrival, and let us pass. We head to the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae, because that 
is where Pope Francis lives. The Domus 
Sanctae Marthae is in all likelihood 
the most unique three-star hotel in the 
world. A large white building where 
cardinals and bishops reside while serv-
ing in or visiting the Vatican, it is also 
the official residence of the cardinals 
during the Conclave.

Here, too, they are expecting us. Two 
ladies behind the reception desk, just 
like in any hotel, kindly indicate a side 
door. The meeting room has already 
been prepared. It is a fairly large space, 
with a desk, a sofa, tables and chairs, 
and is the Pope’s meeting room during 
the week. Then, the wait begins. Marc, 
the Straatnieuws salesman, is the most 
patient of us all, waiting, seated in his 
chair, for what will come.

Suddenly the Pope’s official photogra-
pher appears. “The Pope is arriving,” he 
whispers.

And before we know it, he walks into 
the room: Pope Francis, the spiritual 
leader of 1.2 billion Catholics. He is 
carrying a large white envelope. “Please, 
sit down, friends,” he says with a gentle 
wave of his hand, “How nice to have 
you here.” Close up, he gives the im-
pression of a calm, friendly man, who 
is at the same time both energetic and 
precise. Once seated, he apologises for 
speaking Italian, rather than Dutch. We 
forgive him immediately.

INSP: Straatnieuws interviews always 
begin with a question about the street 
on which the interviewee grew up. 
Holy Father, what do you remember 
about that street? What images come 
into your mind when you recall the 
streets of your childhood?

Pope Francis: From when I was one 
year old to when I entered the semi-
nary, I always lived on the same street. 
It was a simple neighbourhood in 
Buenos Aires, with one- and two-story 
homes. There was a small square, where 
we played football. I remember that I 
used to sneak out of the house to play 
football with the boys after school.

My father worked in a factory that was 
just a few hundred metres away. He was 
a bookkeeper. And my grandparents 
lived within 50 metres. We were all just 
a few steps from one another. I also 
remember the names of the people, 
when as a priest I went to give the sac-
raments, the final comfort for so many, 
who called for me and I went, because 
I loved them. These are the memories 
that first come to mind.

Did you play football, too?

Yes.

Were you good?

No. In Buenos Aires, those who played 
football like me are called pata dura, 
which means having two left legs! But I 
played anyway; often I was the goal-
keeper.

How did your personal commitment 
to the poor begin?

Yes, so many memories come to mind. 
A woman who worked in our home 
three times a week to help my mother 
comes to mind. She helped with the 
laundry, for example. She had two 
children. They were Italian, and had 
survived the war; they were very poor, 
but they were very good people. And I 
have never forgotten that woman. Her 
poverty struck me.

We were not rich; normally we made it 
to the end of the month, but not much 

more. We didn’t own a car, we didn’t 
go on vacations or things like that. But 
she often needed even the most basic 
items. They didn’t have enough, and so 
my mother gave her things. She eventu-
ally went back to Italy, and then later 
she returned to Argentina. I found her 
again when I was the Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires, and she was already 90. I 
was able to assist her until her death at 
the age of 93.

One day, she gave me a medal of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, which I still carry 
with me every day. This medal – which 
is also a memento – is very good for 
me. Would you like to see it?

[With a bit of difficulty, Pope Francis 
manages to pull out the medal, now 
completely discoloured after years of 
use.]

With this, every day I think of her, and 
of how she suffered from poverty. And I 
think of all the others who have suf-
fered. I wear it, and I use it to pray...

What is the Church’s message for 
those who are homeless? What is the 
concrete meaning of Christian soli-
darity for them?

Two things come to mind. Jesus came 
in to our world without a home, and 
he chose poverty. Then, the Church 
seeks to embrace us all, and says 
that it is a right to have a roof over 
your head. Popular movements work 
toward the three Spanish “T’s”: traba-
jo [work], techo [roof] and tierra [land]. 
The Church teaches that every person 
has the right to these three T’s.

You often call for heightened atten-
tion for the poor and for refugees. Are 
you not afraid that this might lead to 
a sort of overload in the media and in 
society in general?

We all have the temptation – when we 
have to face an issue that is not pretty, 
that is difficult to talk about – to say: 
“Oh, let’s not talk about this anymore: 
this thing is just too difficult.” I under-
stand that the possibility of overload ex-
ists, but I do not fear it. I must continue 
to speak about the truth and about the 
way things are.

It is your duty?

Yes, it is my duty. I feel it inside me. It is 
not a commandment, but as individuals 
we all must do so.

Do you not fear that your support 
for the homeless and other groups 
plagued by poverty might be exploit-
ed politically? How can the Church 
speak out so that it has influence and, 
at the same time, manage to steer 
clear of political posturing?

There are paths that lead to errors at 
that point. I would like to call attention 
to two temptations. The Church must 
speak the truth and also with a testi-
mony: the testimony of poverty. The 
believer who speaks of poverty or of the 
homeless, but who lives a life of luxury: 
that will not do. This is the first tempta-
tion.

The second temptation is making agree-
ments with governments. Certainly 
agreements can be made, but they must 
be clear agreements, transparent agree-
ments. For example, we manage this 
building, but the accounts are all closely 
controlled, in order to avoid corruption. 
Because the temptation for corruption 
is always present in public life, both 
political and religious. I remember once 
that I saw, with great pain, when Argen-
tina, under the military regime, entered 
into war with Great Britain over the 
Falkland Islands, that people donated 
items to charity, and I saw many people, 
including Catholics, who were respon-
sible for distributing those things to 
the needy, and who instead took those 
items home for themselves. The danger 
for corruption is always present.

Once I put a question to an Argen-
tine Minister, an honest man – one 
who stepped down from his position 
because he could not agree with certain 
things that were not sufficiently trans-
parent. I asked him: When you send 
assistance, whether it is in the form of 
meals, clothing, or funds, to the poor 
and to the indigent, of what you send, 
how much of it arrives to those who 
need it, of the money and materials 
items that are sent? He said to me: 35 
percent. Which means that 65 per cent 
is lost. That is corruption: a bit for me, 
another bit for me.

Pope Francis grants rare interview to street papers

His Holiness Pope Francis meets formerly homeless street paper vendor Marc during 
an exclusive interview for street papers at the Vatican. Photo: Frank Dries, Straatnieuws 
/ INSP

see POPE FRANCIS, page 7
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Do you believe that up to now under 
your pontificate you have been able 
to achieve a change in mentality, for 
example in politics?

I am not sure how to respond. I don’t 
know. I do know that some have said 
that I was a communist. But that’s a 
category that is a bit antiquated [he 
laughs]. Perhaps today we use different 
words to say that...

Marxist, socialist...

They’ve said all those, too.

The homeless have financial problems, 
but they cultivate their own freedom. 
The Pope has no material needs, 
but he is considered by some to be a 
prisoner of the Vatican. Do you ever 
wish you could trade places with the 
homeless?

I remember the book by Mark Twain, 
The Prince and the Pauper, when you 
can eat every day, you have clothes, 
a bed to sleep in, a desk to work on 
and nothing is lacking. You also have 
friends. But Mark Twain’s prince lives 
in a golden cage.

Do you feel free here at the Vatican?

Two days after having been elected 
Pope, I went to take possession of 
the papal apartment in the Apostolic 
Palace. It is not a luxurious apartment. 
But it is wide, and large... After having 
seen the apartment, it seemed to me to 
be a bit like an upside-down funnel, so 
large but with only one small door. That 
means being isolated. I thought to my-
self: I can’t live here, simply for mental 
health reasons. It would not be good 
for me. At the beginning, it seemed 
a bit strange, but I asked to stay here, 
at the Domus Sanctae Marthae. And 
this is good for me, because I feel free 
here. I eat in the dining hall where all 
the guests eat. And when I am early, I 
eat with the staff. I meet people, I greet 
them, and this makes the golden cage is 
a bit less of a cage. But I miss the street.

Holy Father, [Straatnieuws vendor] 
Marc would like to invite you to come 
have a pizza with us. What do you 
say?

I would like to, but we wouldn’t be able 
to manage it. Because the moment I 
leave here, the people would come to 
me. When I went out into the city to 
change the lenses in my glasses, it was 
seven o’clock in the evening. There was 
barely anybody in the streets. They 
drove me to the optician, and as I got 
out of the car, there was a woman who 
saw me and cried: “It’s the Pope!” And 

then I was inside, and all the people 
were outside...

Do you miss contact with people?

I don’t miss it, because the people come 
here. Every Wednesday, I am in Saint 
Peter’s Square for the General Audi-
ence, and sometimes I go to one of the 
local parishes: I am in contact with 
the people. For example, yesterday [26 
October] more than 5,000 gypsies came 
to the Paul VI Audience Hall.

It is evident that you enjoy your ap-
pointments in St. Peter’s Square dur-
ing the General Audience...

It’s true. Yes, it’s true.

Your namesake Saint Francis em-
braced radical poverty, and even 
sold his gospel book. As Pope, and 
the Bishop of Rome, do you ever feel 
under pressure to sell the treasures of 
the Church?

That is an easy 
question. They are 
not the treasures 
of the Church, but 
rather the treasures 
of humanity. For 
example, if tomor-
row I wanted to 
auction off Michel-
angelo’s “Pietà,” I 
couldn’t, because it 
is not the property 
of the Church. It is 
located in a Church, 
but it belongs to 
all humanity. This 
is true for all the 
treasures of the 
Church. But we have begun to sell the 
gifts and other things that are given to 
me. And the proceeds from the sales go 
to Monsignor Krajewski, my Almoner 
[Archbishop Konrad Krajewski, who 
is in charge of distributing money to 
the poor]. And then there is the lottery. 
There were some cars that were sold 
or given away with a lottery, and the 
proceeds were used for the poor. There 
are some things that can be sold, and 
these are sold.

You do realise how the wealth of the 
Church might create this type of 
expectation?

Yes, if we were to make a catalogue of 
all the Church’s possessions, we could 
think: the Church is very rich. But with 
the Concordat with Italy of 1929 on the 
Roman Question, the Italian govern-
ment at the time offered the Church 
a large Roman park. The Pope at the 
time, Pius XI, said: No, I only want half 
a square kilometre, in order to guar-
antee the Church’s independence. This 

principle is still valid.

Yes, the Church possesses a great deal 
of real estate assets, but we use them to 
maintain the Church’s structures and 
to fund the many works carried out in 
needy countries: hospitals, schools.

Yesterday, for example, I had €50,000 
sent to the Congo for the construc-
tion of three schools in poor villages; 
education is so important for children. 
I went to the administration, I made the 
request, and the money was sent.

Let’s talk about Holland. Have you 
ever been to our country?

Yes, once, when I was the Provincial Su-
perior of the Jesuits in Argentina. I was 
passing through, during a trip. I went 
to Wijchen [in the east of the country], 
because that’s where novitiate was, and 
I was also in Amsterdam for a day and a 
half, where I stayed at a Jesuit house. Of 
the country’s cultural life I saw nothing, 
because there was no time.

That’s why it might 
be a good idea if 
Holland’s homeless 
were to invite you 
to visit our country. 
What do you think, 
Holy Father?

The doors are not 
closed to that pos-
sibility.

So, when the invita-
tion arrives, you 
will consider it?

I will consider 
it. And now that Holland has an 
Argentinian queen [he laughs], who 
knows?

Do you perhaps have a special mes-
sage for the homeless of our country?

I am not well acquainted with the 
specifics of the homeless in Holland. 
I would like to say that Holland is a 
developed country with a great deal 
of possibilities. I would ask Holland’s 
homeless to continue to fight for the 
three T’s.

Finally, Marc has a few questions as 
well. Speaking through an interpreter, 
he would like to know whether Pope 
Francis dreamt of being the Pope, 
even when he was a little boy?

[The Holy Father answers with a reso-
lute “No.”]

But I will tell you a secret. When I was 
little, there weren’t many shops that 
sold things. What we had was a market, 

where there was the butcher, the green-
grocer, etc. I went with my mother and 
my grandmother to do the shopping. 
Once, when I was quite little, about 
four, someone asked me: “What do you 
want to do when you grow up?” And I 
answered: “A butcher!”

Marc: You were unknown to many un-
til 13 March, 2013. Then, overnight, 
you became famous throughout the 
world. How was that experience for 
you?

It happened, and I was not expecting 
it. But I have not lost peace. And that is 
a grace from God. I don’t really think 
about the fact that I am famous. I say 
to myself: Now you have an important 
position, but in 10 years nobody will 
know you anymore [he laughs]. You 
know, there are two types of fame: the 
fame of the “greats” – those who have 
done truly great things, such as Ma-
dame Curie – and the fame of the vain. 
But this second type of fame is like a 
soap bubble.

So, you say “I am here now and I have 
to do the best that I can” and “I will 
continue to work for as long as I can”?

Yes.

Holy Father, can you imagine a world 
without poverty?

I want a world without poverty. We 
need to fight for that. But I am a 
believer, and I know that sin is always 
within us. And there is always human 
greed, the lack of solidarity, the selfish-
ness which creates poverty. That is why 
it is difficult for me to imagine a world 
without poverty.

If you think of the children exploited 
for slave labour, or of children exploited 
for sexual abuse. And another form of 
exploitation: killing children to remove 
their organs; organ trafficking. Killing 
children for their organs is greed.

That is why I don’t know whether we 
will ever have a world without pov-
erty, because there is always sin, and it 
leads to selfishness. But we must always 
fight... always.

We have finished. We thank the Pope 
for the interview. He thanks us as well, 
and says that he enjoyed our chat very 
much. Then he takes the white envelope 
that has been next to him on the sofa 
the whole time, and takes out a rosary 
for each of us. Photos are taken, and 
then Pope Francis bids us goodbye. As 
calm and relaxed as when he arrived, he 
walks out of the door, ready for his next 
appointment.

Source: www.streetnewsservice.org 
/ Straatnieuws – The Netherlands

Pope Francis grants rare interview to street papers
continued from page 6
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by Annette Woywode
Hinz und Kunzt – Germany, 7/13/2015

Peter Claesson is beside himself. “You 
should have seen the faces of these 
men,” he says enthusiastically while 
talking over the phone about his experi-
ences in La Línea, the Spanish city on 
the Gibraltar border of Spain. “They 
were so happy and proud!”

Together with internationally renowned 
street artist Victor Ash, eight homeless 
people have reformed a drab wall into 
an open-air painting in a deprived part 
of the city. Instead of grey cement there 
are now silhouettes of wild animals 
jumping off the bright white back-
ground. All day they had been working 
on it, explains Claesson. Again and 
again, passers-by stopped and admired 
their work. In their breaks they had 
breakfast and pizza, and at the end of 
the day these homeless men felt they 
had achieved something big.

Big certainly describes most of the 
works of art created with the help of 
Art for All. Whole facades of houses 
and even whole street blocks have been 
revamped by Peter Claesson. He started 
the project together with his wife 
Sharon in Spain, where the 53-year-
old lives and runs a travel agency, after 
a long period of working for NGOs 
and the government as a development 
worker.

Art for All isn’t just active in Spain; it 
has also left its mark in Jordan and 

Honduras, specifically in cities and 
areas that are poor and deprived. The 
project collaborates with renowned art-
ists like Nelson Román or Nena Sán-
chez, bringing them together with local 
people to help rebuild their neighbour-
hoods.

It all began 20 years ago in Ecuador, 
when Claesson and his wife still lived 
in the capital, Quito. They both worked 
for the U.N., but felt their skills were 
underutilized. When they heard about 
the children who were living with their 
parents in prison, they decided to orga-
nise outdoor trips for the children. “But 
at the end the children had to return 
to their sad prison world,” Claesson 

Art for all

recalls. That’s how the idea was born 
to paint the walls together with the in-
mates, to bring colour and life to their 
grey surroundings.

First it was only done inside the prison, 
but eventually it spread to the outside 
world – with the prisoners. The pair 
wrote “a lot of nice letters” to get the 
permission for the prisoners and even 
more letters were written to find spon-
sors for the project. In the end hun-
dreds of walls in Quito were colourfully 
decorated. The impact was overwhelm-
ing and Claesson decided to take the 
idea to other parts of the world.

While most of the murals in Quito 

have now faded, in other places Art for 
All has found success. In Seville’s Polígo-
no de San Pablo area, 43 artists, local 
residents and many volunteers created 
an outdoor “museum” in 2010, exhibit-
ing sculptures and giant murals. Even 
today, the participating local residents 
still proudly show tourists around their 
neighbourhood, which before had little 
to offer apart from industrial and high 
rise estates.

Yet this project cost a great deal of mon-
ey; approximately 120,000 Euros had 
to be raised. Other projects like the one 
in Amman only needed 3,000 Euros, as 
sponsors such as airlines, hotels and res-
taurants joined the cause. Claesson does 
the majority of the organizing: “I have a 
lot of energy,” he claims, “and a wonder-
ful family who give me time and love.”

Claesson has a special vision for La 
Línea. The first piece of art is now 
complete and he is getting immersed in 
fundraising so the homeless can deco-
rate more walls and plant trees. And at 
the end they shall open their own café 
– for all the visitors that will come and 
admire the open-air art. Claesson says: 
“We will do it! I can envision it before 
me. And when I see it, then it will hap-
pen.”

More information:                              
www.artforallintheworld.org.
Source: www.streetnewsservice.org 
/ Hinz&Kunzt

cashew orchards on tribal communities’ 
hill-sloping farming land in 22 of the 
state’s 30 districts.

When commercial operations began, 
landless farmers were promised an 
equal stake in the trade.

“But when the fruits came, they not 
only auctioned the plantations to out-
siders, but officials also told us we were 
stealing the cashews – not even our 
goats could enter the orchards to graze,” 
Nayak recounts.

“Overnight we became illegal intruders 
in the forestland that we had lived in, 
depended on and protected for de-
cades,” she laments.

With over 4,000 trees – each generat-
ing between eight and 10 kg of raw 
cashew, which sells for roughly 0.85 
dollars per kilo – the government was 
making roughly $34,000 a year from 
the 20-hectare plantation; but none of 
these profits trickled back down to the 
community.

Furthermore, the state corporation 
began leasing whole cashew plantations 
out to private bidders, who also kept 
the profits for themselves.

Following the amendment to the Forest 
Rights Act in 2012, women in the com-
munity decided to mobilise.

“When the babus [officials] who had 
secured the auction bid arrived we 
did not let them enter. They called the 
police. Our men hid in the jungles be-
cause they would be beaten and jailed 
but all they could do was threaten us 
women,” says Nayak.

“Later we nailed a board to a tree at the 
village entrance road warning anyone 
trespassing on our community forest 
that they would face dire legal conse-
quences,” she adds. Once, the women 
even faced off against the police, refus-
ing to back down.

In the three years following this in-
cident, not a single bidder has ap-
proached the community. Instead, 
the women pluck and sell the cashews 

to traders who come directly to their 
doorsteps.

Although they earn only $1,660 dollars 
a year for 25,000 kg – about $0.60 per 
kilo, far below the market value – they 
divide the proceeds among themselves 
and even manage to put some away into 
a community bank for times of illness 
or scarcity.

“Corporations’ officials now come to 
negotiate. From requesting 50 percent 
of the profit from the cashew harvest 
if we allow them to auction, they have 
come down to requesting 10 percent of 
the income. We told them they would 
not even get one rupee – the land is for 
community use,” recounts 40-year-old 
Pramila Majhi who heads one of the 
women’s protection groups that guards 
the cashew orchards.

It was a hard-won victory, but it has 
given hope to scores of other villages 
battling unsustainable development 
models.

Between 2000 and 2014, more than 

25,000 hectares of forests in Odisha 
have been diverted for “non-forest use,” 
primarily for mining or other industrial 
activity.

In a state where 75 percent of the tribal 
population lives below the poverty line, 
the loss of forests is a matter of life and 
death.

According to the ministry of tribal af-
fairs, the average earnings of a rural or 
landless family sometimes amount to 
nothing more than $13 a month. With 
41 percent of Odisha’s women suffer-
ing from low body mass and a further 
62 percent suffering from anemia, the 
forests provide much-needed nutrition 
to people living in abject poverty.

Rather than ride a wave of destructive 
development, tribal women are charting 
the way to a sustainable future, along a 
path that begins and ends amongst the 
tress in the quiet of Odisha’s forests.

Source: www.streetnewsservice.org / IPS

Tribal women manage India’s forests

A multi-coloured villa in Seville – realized by Cristina Salas and Javier & Jaime Suárez 
from Ecuador. Photo: Waone, Interesni Kazki, Art for All, Tasso
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